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THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM

Its historical development and the attitude of the Organization of
African Unity and the Uni_ted Nations towards it,
Dr. Shawki K}l Gamal

The Rhodesian problem is one of the most imporfant problems that
absorbed the Africans and the United Nations and its committees. In fact it
shed light on ene of the problems emerging from imperialism which the conti-

nent suffered for a long period.

This study digs deep into the root of the case, the stages of its historica
development and the methods and means vsed by the white settlers who form
only a2 minority and whose number did not exceed 220 thousands, to dominate
the fate of the country and its inhabitants who numbered more than for millions.

This rescearch also, shows clearly the attitvde of the organization of Afrt

can Unity Concerning this problem and it also shows what took place in the
committees of minis:efial covncils of organization and discussions held in theAfri-
can summit conference and the resolutions taken and the extent of their effectl-
ceness. Al this is based on the reports of the organization’s Committees and

Its cessions .-
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This study also shows the viewpoint of the United Nations, the Security
Council and the special and specialized Committees concerning and this problem
All this is also basc on hte formal reports and the United Nations documents
ind the rcgistercd reports of the scssion. besides depending on the report of
ahe Committce, chosen lately by Britain undc: the supervision of Lord Pearce
to know tha Rhodesian’s pomnt of view in the ag-ccment reached beiwecn Britain
and racial government of Rhodosia in 1971 or as the agreement called « the

test of acceptability ». This report was submitted to the English Parliament in
May 1972.
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CONCLUSIONS

We belicve that taking into account the explanation given by the
Rhodesian authonties, the activities of those opposing or promoting the
Proposals. the distribution of our simplified version of the Proposals and the
explanations given by the Commission at meetings and over the radio, the
great majonity of those who gave us their opinions had a sufficient understanding
of the content and imphications of the Proposals ta enable them to pass judgment
on them. We are satisfied that the Proposals have been {fully and properly

explained to the population of Rhodesia.

We are satished on aur evidence that the Proposals are acceptable te
the giegt mgjornty of Europeans  We are cqually satisfied. after considering
all our e¢vidence nclyding thar on unudation: that the majority of Africans
rejecicd the Proposals.  In our opmion the people of Rhodesia a< a whole doe
not rcgard the Propoesals as acceptable as a baws for independence.
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1. Organization of African Unity (Information Department) 1D/Rhodesia
(Théd OAU & Rhodesia : Published by the General Secretariat of the
Organization of African Unity (Addis Ababa 1961).

2. Organization of African Unity (Basic Documents & Resolutions) : publ-
shed by the provisional Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity
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. United Nations Documents Index (Southern Rhodesia Situation)
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Impleimintation of The Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
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1. The Zimbabwe Review (Published by the Publicity & Information Bureau

ol the Zimbabwe African Peoples Union (Post Box 1657 — Lusaka.
Zambia).

June 1965 — March 1966 — April 1966 -— January 1967 — Febru ry
1967 — October 1969, Dec. 1969 & January 1970.

2. Zimbabwe Today ( Published by The Zimbabwe African National nio
of Southern Rhodesia (5 Ahmed Hishmat Street Zamalek, Cairo U.A.R.
(Novamber 1965, April 1967, Dec. 1969 & January 1970).

3. Nkomo, Joshia «One Man & One Vote» — The Only Solution 1n Southern
Rhodesia (Published by Zimbabwe African National Union of S.R.).
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