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The Voita Dam by : Dr, M. A. Seondy

Building dams 1s an ecomomic phenomenon that Africa has seen sincs
the end of the second world war. The Volta dam, is one of three projects
that was designed for economic development in Ghana, vis : the
dam at Akosombo, the Tema smelter, the resettlement scheme. The dam
was offically maugurated m January 1966 after Nakrumah’s overthrown,
though he was the creator. It was his major dream to add economic inde-
pendence to political mdependence, by diversifying Ghana’s economy, through
exploiting the country’s Bauxite, and converting it into alumimum. Therefore,
it was inevitable to have a cheap source of electricity. Though it is said that
the Volta dam 1s 2 multi purpose projet;'t, But in reality, generating hydro-
cletercity was the mam pwpose and other targets as developing fishing in-
. dustries, faciltating transports came as side effects. Though the dam is one
dfthe biggest projects in west Africa, but it has not fullfilled its aim, that
18 exploitmg Ghana’s Bauxite and diversifying ghana’s economy. Till now
the Tema semeiter has depended on imported alumina from overseas and
Ghana depends on one major export erop (Cocoa).
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