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Marine Fisheries Resources Around Africa
By

Dr. Samir I. Ghabbour
Dept. of Natural Resources
Inst. of African Research & Studies
Cairo Unievrsity, Giza, Egypt

Summary

What man gets from the sea is supposed to be the surplus of marine biolo-
gical production. Man 1s still unable to manage the marine living resources
and he may become so too late when marine life may be either depleted by
overfishing or poisoned by pollution. Enormous quantities of fish are taken
by non-African fleets! from African waters (especially in the Atlantic) and
processed into fish-meal and oil. The Africans who are in great need of this
fish to svpplement their diet which is poor in proteins, are deprived of their
legitimate fish stocks for the sake of some marketing circumstances . The
meal is viilized by some countries of temperate latiitudes to produce poultry
and livestock because there is no other better use and the Africans are too
poor to buy it.

The solution is for African coastal states to prevent this excessive over
fishing which threatens to deplete fisheries resources and to extend their esxclusive
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fishing zomes to the 600 M, isobath, to the continental shelf or to where
exploitable fish stocks are known to occur.  African States must also coope-
rate in managing their marine resources and develop the poultryindustry to
absorb the fish-meal produced from waters adjacent to them. They can also
engage non-African fleets to fish for their own markets and help local fisher-
men who are the sector of the population most ready to:beneﬁl-with scientific
advice, motorised boats, small and modern gear, etc. There are still unexp-
lored nossibi]ities; for the culture of oysters, clams , sea -turtles, algae, etc.
in coastal waters.

Measures must be taken to protect and conserve marine wildlife for the

benefit of future generations.
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