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BIRDS AS AGRICULTURAL PESTS IN AFRICA

The most important pest among African birds is a member of
the weaver birds (IFFam. Ploceidae) known as the black-faced dioch
(Quelea quelea) whose range extends 1n all the dry savannah regions
of Airica but whose effects are worst felt in Senegal, Nigeria, and the
Sudan. The next birds in importance are Passei domesiicus in Egypt
and the Sudan and P. hispaniolensis in Egypt and Libya. Other
birds are of lmited distribution but of considerable importance
locally. These birds were normal components of their ecosystems but
changes brought about by man caused them to break the barrier of
ecological equilibrium. Extensive millet cultivation was the factor
for Quelea while urbanization and the large-scale application of
insecticides are responsible for the spread of Passer. |

Samir 1. Ghabbour
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