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Abstract

Since September 11 attacks and the beginning of America’s War
on Terror, radical transformations in Counter-terrorism appeared as a
necessity to restructure security strategies worldwide. One of the most
remarkable transformations took place as a direct result of intensive
reliance on military in combating terrorist groups.

After being affected by the consecutive waves of terrorism, African
Sahel states adopted new world trends in counter terrorism by addressing
counter-terrorism as a pure military issue. However, Sahel States’
military made limited success in defeating terrorism through more than a
decade. This controversy reveals an urgent need to analyze root causes
that explain terrorism permanence in African Sahel.

Strategically, it is more important to focus on structural constraints
that hindered Sahel states’ military from complete eradication of
terrorism. This kind of constraints includes ethnic bias in recruitment and
promotion, fragmentation of leadership structure, reliance on para-
military entities, limited defense expenditure, inadequate and insufficient
armament, and dependency on foreign military aid.
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1- Garde Nationale du Niger, Ministere de I'Intérieur, de la Sécurité Publique, de la

Décentralisation et des Affaires Coutumiéres et Religieuses.
http://www.garde—nationale.interieur.gouv.ne/prsentation—gnrale

2- Garde Nationale et Nomade du Tchad (G.N.N.T.), Global Security.org

https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/africa/cd—gnnt.htm
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1- Benjamin Roger et Rodrigue Tagnan, Burkina : Des Officiers de I’Ex—Régiment

de Sécurité Présidentielle Remis en Liberté Provisoire, Jeune Afrique, 5 juillet

2016
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/338958/politique/burkina—officiers—de—lex—regiment—

de—securite—presidentielle—remis—liberte—provisoire/

2- David Chuter and Florence Gaub, “Understanding African Armies”, ISS Report
(Paris: EU Institute for Security Studies, No. 27, April 2016), P. 30.
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I- Ibrahim Yahya Ibrahim and Mollie Zapata, “Regions at Risk: Preventing Mass

Atrocities in Mali”, Early Warning Country Report (Washington, D.C.: Simon-—
Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide, Early Warning Project, April 2018),
Pp. 21-23.

—Grégory Chauzal and Thibault van Damme, “The roots of Mali’s conflict Moving
beyond the 2012 crisis”, Conflict Research Unit Report (The Hague:
Clingendael-Netherlands Institute of International Relations, March 2015), Pp. 36—
40.
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1- Kjeld van Wieringen, “Caught in a vice: traditional authorities trapped between a

warring state, radical armed groups and clashing communities in Central Mali”,

Contemporary Voice: The Saint Andrews Journal of International Relations
(St. Andrews: University of St Andrews, Vol. 2, No.1, December 2020), Pp. 3-4.

2- International Crisis Group, “Reversing Central Mali’s Descent into Communal
Violence”, Africa Report (Brussels: International Crisis Group, No. 293,

3- 1bid., Pp. 1-4.

November 2020), Pp. 13-14.
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1- Namie di Razza, Protecting Civilians in the Context of Violent Extremism: The

Dilemmas of UN Peacekeeping in Mali (Geneva: International Peace Institute,
October 2018), P. 15.

— Alessandro Mario Amoroso, “Mali: The Overlap and Combination of Separatist,

Jihadist and Intercommunal Conflicts”, The War Report: Armed Conflicts in
2018 (Geneva: The Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and
Human Rights, April 2019), Pp. 114-115.

2- Modibo Ghaly Cissé, “Understanding Fulani Perspectives on the Sahel Crisis”,

Africa Center Spotlight (Washington, D.C.: Africa Center for Strategic Studies,
April 22, 2020).
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/understanding—fulani—perspectives—sahel—crisis/

— Héni Nsaibia and Caleb Weiss, “The End of the Sahelian Anomaly: How the Global
Conflict between the Islamic State and al-Qa’ida Finally Came to West Africa”,
CTC Sentinel (West Point: Combating Terrorism Center, U.S. Military Academy,
Vol. 13, Issue 7, July 2020), Pp. 1-4.

— Ibrahim Yahya Ibrahim and Mollie Zapata, Op. cit., P. 3.
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1- 1ISS, The Military Balance: The Annual Assessment of Global Military
Capabilities and Defence Economics (London: The International Institute for

Strategic Studies, 2020), Pp. 533-534.
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1- The World Bank, Total Number of Armed forces personnel, World
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4- Savannah de Tessieres, “Measuring Illicit Arms Flows Niger”, Security

Assessment in North Africa Briefing Paper (Geneva: Small Arms Survey, March
2017), Pp. 5-7.
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1- Corruption Perceptions Index 2020, Transparency International
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020/index/table
2- Savannah de Tessiéres, Op. cit.

3- David Jancsics, “Border Corruption”, Public Integrity (Washington. D.C.:
American Society for Public Administration, Issue 1, 2019), Pp. 3-4.
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1- The End of the Operation Barkhane, New Perspectives on the Territory,

European Army Interoperability Centre (FINABEL), June 29, 2021.
https://finabel.org/the—end—of-the—operation-barkhane—new—perspectives—on—the—
territory/

2- Anna Sundberg, “France — A Continuing Military Presence in Francophone

Africa”, Foreign Military Bases and Installations in Africa (Stockholm: Swedish
Defence Research Institute, 2019), Pp. 1-3.
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1- Denis M. Tull, “Operation Barkhane and the Future of Intervention in the Sahel”,

SWP Comment (Berlin: German Institute for International and Security Affairs,
No.5, January 2021), p. 3

—Marcel Kitissou, “The Economy of Forces: France in the Sahel and the Global
Power”, in Marcel Kitissou & Pauline E. Ginsberg (eds.), The Sahel: Focus of
Hope, Focus of Fear (Paris: Adonis & Abbey Publishers Ltd, 2014), Pp. 53-56.

2- Andrew Lebovich, “Disorder from Chaos: Why Europeans Fail to Promote

Stability In The Sahel” ECFR Policy Brief (London: European Council on Foreign

Relations, 2020), Pp. 14-109.
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1- Stephen Watts, Building Security in Africa: Technical Appendix (Santa Monica:
RAND-National Defense Research Institute, 2018), Pp. 1-5.
2- Idem.
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