“ . oo . . - " s
i BN (8 5l S Lt g gl (o Ayl DB Mt
el 811 lgh i & gl gl 1 01 30

o CNbi 6 ey « . &
HE AN a8 A o S il
R WS- 1 PR VEUS

oedlal)

Gl aays L aall e a5 daludly digd) Gu dlaal)l el iy
dalud) (ilse 185581 Gl copall Hlaall ) Gl ¢ AV Gilaiie ) legia S zlgal
Dbl eWsay ¢ diglly (AE) (8580 Jaludl G 5)laall sl smaaly ¢ Y1 )
On ¢ el daldl 8 cilamiall e ESH e aglseant Ll Tanal ddalusll o3a Juady
gl s 1S5 ¢ ad) Aapad) gl il Mallig ¢ Bl lie shym o daludl dal o
Llee culSs ¢ Sla 215 a8, Jalud) ae agDlalad DA (e lsing o Voo Usind
Db Glo @l Jasd ¢ lgimey ailiall diaglie L delse Bae e 5@ (gylaall dolall
Clew (ilsar G (B8l Jalul) aial BLaYl ¢ gkl on @l dalal) ddee
ol eWsa daly o Jaalls Hladll sels alSal) alaal 1385 ¢ latll edl laall e

Abstract

India's commercial relations with Africa's eastern
coast are deeply rooted in history because both needed
each other's products and because Arab merchants were
the ones who discovered Africa's eastern coast harbours
and have since become trade intermediaries between
India and Africa's eastern coast. Due to their mediatory
role, Arab merchants became rich as they used to get
many of the products they needed from the coast despite
the fact that the indigenous merchants knew nothing
about these products. Later Arab immigrants started
heading there. Indian merchants also managed to strike
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it rich through their dealings with Africa's eastern coast.
Commercial exchanges with the coast then were mainly
focused on trading in goods themselves. This led to the
flourishing of trade between the two sides. Africa's
eastern coast had harbours that facilitated trading
activities for the merchants. This was coupled by the
attention given to trading activities by rulers, which
made their activities comfortable.
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