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Common Mistakes in Teachers' Employment of Reinforcement Strategies in Teaching

Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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Abstract:

Applied behavior analysis strategies are among the interventions that have proven
effective in raising and educating students with autism spectrum disorder. Reinforcement
strategies are also one of the pillars of behavioral intervention programs based on the
principles of applied behavior analysis. The current study aims to reveal common errors in
teachers’ use of reinforcement strategies in teaching students with autism spectrum disorder,
by responding on a scale that includes (20) statements, representing different situations, each
of which expresses one of the common errors in using reinforcement strategies. . The number
of the sample was (113) male and female teachers of students with autism spectrum disorder.
The results of the study showed that the most common mistakes made by teachers of students
with autism spectrum disorder in using reinforcement strategies; They were: not choosing
reinforcers that match the students' abilities, and over-providing reinforcers. As for the less
common mistakes, they were: not generalizing reinforcement in the home and family
participation, promoting two aspects of behavior at the same time, and not explaining the
reason for the reinforcement. The results also showed that there are statistically significant
differences between the averages of common errors in teachers' use of reinforcement
strategies in teaching students with autism spectrum disorder; It is attributed to the two
variables: gender and training courses, while there were no statistically significant
differences between the means due to the variable of experience. The study recommended
intensifying training courses, training teachers on the optimal use of reinforcement strategies,
and employing them in the classroom for students with autism spectrum disorder.

Keywords: common mistakes, reinforcement strategies, students with autism spectrum
disorder.
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