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Agricultural Research Center - Agricultural Economics Research Institute

Summary:

Wheat is considered the first strategic crop in Egypt, because it
is used in the bread industry in addition to its use in some other food
industries that are based on the wheat crop and its products, as well as
the use of wheat as fodder for livestock.

The demand for the wheat crop increases, especially with the
increase in the population and the low level of income, as the average
cultivated area on the level of Egypt reached about 2.96 million
feddans, and the average amount of local production was about 8.11
million tons, representing about 53.08% of the average domestic
consumption amounting to about 15.28 million tons, so wheat is
considered one of the most important agricultural imports in Egypt,
where the average amount of imports is about 7.45 million tons during
the period (2000 -2019).

The problem of the research is that the national product of wheat
is unable to meet the needs of the actual increasing demand for it,
especially in light of the high population increase, with growth rates
greater than the growth rates in wheat production, which led to a
widening of the wheat gap and a decrease in the rate of self-
sufficiency, and the problem lies in the increase The size of the wheat
gap and its effects on the Egyptian food security of the wheat crop .

The research aims to expand the cultivation of wheat to narrow
the gap between production and consumption and to reduce imports of
the wheat crop.

The research relied on both secondary data, where secondary
data were obtained from many sources such as the Central
Administration of Agricultural Economy at the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics,
the International Information Network, in addition to research,
scientific messages, related to the subject of the study.

The most important research results were as follows:-
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1-The research showed an increase in the quantity of wheat crop
production, a statistically significant increase by 151.99 thousand tons
annually, equivalent to about 1.88% of the annual average of wheat
production during the study period.

2-The research also showed that the most important factors affecting
the size of the nutritional gap of wheat are summarized in each of the
increasing population, a statistically significant increase by 1.833
million people, with an annual changing rate of about 2.31% of the
average population in one million during the study period, the increase
in the per capita share of wheat annually A statistically significant
increase of 0.79 kg/year, with an annual changing rate of about 0.6%
of the average per capita share of wheat of 0.930 kg/year during the
study period, The increase in the size of the wheat gap increased
statistically by 387.6 thousand tons, representing about 5.44% of the
average size of the wheat gap during the study period. The percentage
of self-sufficiency in wheat decreased statistically by 0.932%, with an
annual change rate of about 1.72% of the geometric mean of the self-
sufficiency ratio, The increase in the quantity of wheat imports was a
statistically significant increase, amounting to about 464.3 thousand
tons annually, with an annual change rate of about 6.23% of the
average quantity of wheat imports during the study period, A
statistically significant increase in the total costs of production, and the
increase amounted to about 469,054 pounds / feddan annually, with an
annual change rate of 10.755% of the average total costs during the
study period.

By studying the economic efficiency of the wheat crop, the
optimum size of the economic production was estimated.

(the civil size of costs) and the maximal size of the profits, and it
was found that the acre yield at Inside the Valley in Egypt exceeds that
of the lowest costs by an increase of about 105.4%, and also exceeds
those that maximize the net return by an increase of about 105%.

From the above, it is clear that the actual average yield per acre
is superior to its counterpart that has low costs, and those that
maximize the net return at the Inside the Valley in Egypt during the
study period, and this indicates that the economic resources available
to produce the wheat crop have been used in a manner that achieves
high production efficiency. , This means to narrow the wheat gap,
increase the percentage of self-sufficiency and increase the coefficient
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of the food security value of wheat. Vertical expansion is not only
sufficient, but there is an urgent need for horizontal expansion in
wheat production.

In light of the results of the research, the following can be
recommended:
1-To face the large increase in the population that exceeds the rate of
increase in the total production of wheat, it is necessary to increase
agricultural development in general and wheat in particular as follows:
a- Laying down the necessary legislation for birth control.

b- Developing water resources and rationalizing their use to increase
agricultural development.

C- Vertical and horizontal expansion to increase agricultural
production in general and wheat in particula

D- Providing production requirements and supporting them to farmers
through cooperatives.

2- Establishing marketing associations at the level of each governorate
and taking care of contract farming to help farmers get acquainted with
all marketing information.

3- Specialists in agricultural price policy determine the minimum farm
price, as the supply price of wheat has become higher than the world
price, as this encourages farmers to grow wheat, and consequently, the
volume of wheat imports decreases, which leads to a reduction in the
balance of payments deficit.

Increasing domestic production of wheat, due to the high prices
of imported wheat, which Egypt imports in hard currency, and
negatively affect the Egyptian agricultural trade balance, and this is a
threat to Egyptian food security, as Egypt relies on abroad to meet its
wheat needs on average, about 53.75% during the study period.
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