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Rhetorical Symmetry in Surat al-A’la

Abstract

This paper aims at studying rhetorical symmetry in surat al-A’la, where
symmetry refers to the study of the reasons of the arrangement of the
suras in their appropriateness and the correspondence among the ayahs
of the same sura, and the degree of agreement between the beginning of
the sura and its end. This research relies on the inductive method to
reveal the symmetrical aspect in the sura for uncovering the relations
that tie among the topics of this sura and its objectives, and tracing the
thoughtful thread that ties among its constructions and meanings. The
research has concluded to some results such as that the rhetorical
symmetry in surat al-A’la has revealed so many referential meanings in
the compositional system of Quran in addition to the aspects of the
rhetorical miracle in the sequences and conjunctions, which pours into
the comprehension of these references, and the wide array of its
interpretations the thing of which proves its unity. The external
symmetry of this sura is reflected on its exact correspondence with the
preceding surat al-Tariq particularly in its beginning, its topics, and its
end. Surat al-A’la corresponds also to the next surat al-Gashyiah which
explains what is said collectively by al-A’la. This remark proves the
textual unity of the Quran, the ways suras lead to each other, explain
each other, and show what are summarized in some of them. This kind
of symmetry among the suras in the Holy Quran is due to its exact
composition as revealed in surat al-A’la the way mentioned above. In
such a way, this sura appears as a complete textual unit to prove the
Greatness of Allah and His attributes and His deeds, and also proves the
evidence of His Almighty power in his creation to be witness on His
Oneness, all through the supreme order of His wordings and accurate
transmission of His message.

Keywords: Rhetorical Symmetry- Surat al-A’la- The eloquence of the
Qur'an
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