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Islamic Architectural Style in China: Al-Ashab Mosque in Quanzhou as an example
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Abstract
During their history in China, Muslims left an unlimited number of architectural and
artistic heritage, which undoubtedly confirms the extent of their presence and contribution
to the great Chinese civilization through its successive dynasties. Since the arrival of Islam
to China during the Tang Dynasty, it began to gradually grow in the southern coast of the
country, and soon Islamic societies were formed that maintained their cultural and
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religious identity, the Muslims in China became the first layers of the Chinese social
pyramid, especially during the Mongol Yuan Dynasty, and they became patrons of the arts,
architecture. This study aims to trace the history of the Quanzhou Mosque, the only
existing mosque in the city. The study also attempts to identify the sponsors of Chinese
Islamic architecture and financiers of its architectural reforms, by monitoring relevant
Chinese historical texts. in this approach; The study examine the architectural development
of the mosque, and to show aspects of mutual architectural influences, also to manifest the
architectural heritage of the mosque as a model of Islamic architectural units in China.
Key-words: Architecture, Chinese Muslims, al-Ashab Mosque, memorial tablets,

inscriptions, Quanzhou.
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