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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the rise and development of documentation Islamic
inscriptions and epigraphy. It represents this field related terminology. The manuscript
monitors the efforts of earlier Muslim historians, geographers and travelers in this regard.
Then it focuses on the local and international scientific works and projects concerning the
documentation, classification, and study of Islamic inscriptions over centuries. The study
presents the methodologies of studying Islamic inscriptions besides their chronological
development; the methodologies are closely related to their classification considering
functional, regional, chronological and calligraphic stylistic criteria. Aware understanding
of the geographically and historic contexts of the inscription and its production
circumstances form a determining factor leading to a perfect reading and an accurate
interpretation. The scholar’s culture —religious, linguistic and historical-and his cumulative
knowledge help in easily reading and analyzing of inscriptions.

The paper discusses the multiple and different inputs for the classification of Islamic
inscriptions; with particular highlighting the language as one of the most important ones.
The study details the monolingual inscriptions, as well as the multilingual ones. It also
explains some important phenomena and issues related to choosing or shifting the language
of the inscriptions. The study also discusses the different types of calendars and dating
systems recorded on Islamic inscriptions.

The study concluded by showing the importance of Islamic inscriptions and
epigraphy as one of the most important characteristics of Islamic civilization and heritage;
which influenced in of Christian heritage, artifacts and architecture. This influence
appeared in both a decorative artistic context, and copying the core linguistic and religious
content. The Qur'anic quotation “Ma sha' Allah” is a fine example explaining this issue; it
carries cultural meaning across different religions, cultures and regions. It was a mascot
and a talisman on properties, including houses and belongings of both Muslims and
Christians. Ma sha’ Allah was also engraved in Greek alphabet ‘MdocaAa' and ‘Macoloy’
on Christian buildings, and objects as in Islamic cultural context.

Key-words: Islamic inscriptions; Islamic Epigraphy; language of inscription;
multilingual inscriptions; calendars; dating of inscriptions
sdadial)

Gl J)sda Lgalin) as il g Dl A8ENL Aag jpal) LUSH 8 3Dl b sl

LA (o sia gall 5 (5 il opli g maill clulaill Cupa (pan Y ol Lias JSET 08 5 ¢a3uY)

e O 5l (lLBIS () galisal) LgiSoy 03l 5l (aDlul) LgaSay 23 (8 ¢ sabia 32 sl () salina
N

<
>

a4 ge

v




e ey el pall ARlL A 5iSa () 55 28 Apadlay) sl cpadluy) AL e il dpadll
Ll oo el sl i) a1 s Aladiall A8 il g dpua ) Jia A pall pana WL (ST A el
Gl s Al dpiaall g ALY 5 Al ) U Jaws e Lgie diliie cibaaly
Lo Lata s (e pal) (o Lo lgia s cladia 3 55 e La Lgie T ghadll (g 3 ¢ 5l 4padlay)
sl edaldaddl iy o Aol gaadl o) Apad) QIS aladin) Jie ddl) cilaally ¢ s Lo 5 Jass )|
3hdia B8l Ciela Al el shadall 5 (535 6l ol chaaae ciilla g culd Cand ol (g jlers )k
Oladll g cpaadl s« Aalls ala g aally c pal¥ls (oadall dadi Aliie ala ol 5 (o
eall 5 63 s cgaall s el 5 il 5 (ol 5 cadall 5 coludanadll 5 czla 15« 3all
L elilon e Ulals canally 35 pall 5 Galaill s Lmdl) 5 candl) Jio Aalinall opalaall 5 ¢G5l
oAl ¢ Gall e gl aall la jedl Jal Lgie auae lligd (i sl ol 3 (3 jla ady Lad Ll
Aliie Cela sl Adlall Cilapenaill QST &) deblall (glaall o e sl aYL dasal)
el g prall Al JISEY) ) JUR Qi e JaSi Lgia jud sagae Lgiiad 3,0y
JWal il o Ay dda 8l b ladl g g sbcanll JSal 5 oSl 5 o yedl 5 Caliall g kil
AU G Ha 3 anelail) g A jlanall culan gl yaalindl QG col jadall ¢ ke of Ll ga
A DS Al B GlUS ) adyial (Say (58 038 () sanian Cua ey o(A1all) s Sl
QLY Caila gl g (LY 5 Dle Y eled iy 5 il 5 i 55 gl LS Al 3 e
Cualill s (JSI ¢ Hall A8e 5 Alad¥) 5 aaia sall 5 anally Adbaiall didl) Jraalétl) (e Ll &
oda JS ¥V A8 A ) las g 5F JSET 5 ey e (R Gany calay e 5 01 IV
sl il i Lghaal 5 Jaalil)
Lyl Gl ghil) A 3 ale clallaaa

VYD (i pad Llad Giasy )5 ccilallaiadl) (e de ganay (5581l Al 50 ale dasi )
LU ale Cilalh adll sda aal ey gl A )5V cilalily cilda) yall aladiul ae dals
"Ll 8 “Cursive script’ el LAl ¢“Seript” Lall ¢“Inscriptions” (i s&3l) «‘Epigraphy’
Corpus’ A4Sl (a paill de sans <“Calligraphy

adaalll e 43S Epigraphy’ <Ll ale sllaiaal 4 ) 0¥ Clalll 8 daadial) ddadll

dA.uj} c.w}i (a.w\ 98 ‘Epigraphy’ C'_!LILIS.“ (JD CJL:&A ‘L;Q k__ﬂSﬂ, = ‘em 'Ypa(Plv’ ‘Lut_i}:d\

3 3 >

A

e
N
N

A




s ) s sas” 138 Sialt) ruls (ol 508

il alaia ¥ s dpaal) Eum (e AN diaged (81 g ¢“Inscriptions’ U s zlhae (e
L s 5 s8il) Of sl ) cddie daladinl e 5 o oSS Y ) 45658 e AVl aalasial
Islamic lalbaall (ld agde 5 2l 48 Hh ruay LU ale ¢ 5 5 aal (g Jia Y
s 3L alast WYY ATVl 8 Loy 85— Ly Ly “Islamic  Inscriptions’ s ‘Epigraphy
CAaadlay) cllslp

dhas y “Calligraphy’ Ll G 5 <“Cursive script’ ¢plll addl 5 Script” aall Cilallaias
18 el ye o e ol ae ) 5f 050 allaall 8 o i€l Tl Yy J VLS tlgany
Jiay M5 c“Cursive script’ ol Jaally (o ye Cagyall 5 plaind ol 45 glll ddun Jadl) Cak
1305 6 _,Saal) daedLiyl 5 5l S aal “Angular script” s 3l Ball e (Jas g3l skl
Al ALl Calligraphy’ zemal ddlen dama Ailia) Cargs 438 Gl Tadll i
= Kodypagio > 4=l sl 4 1adlll 1y« 48354 “Calligraphy” bl (18 mdlasadl A ¥ sl
“Epigraphy’ SLUSl ale (e g e ple s 5 fdpandl Bl (B all alina s “(k6dhog+ypogid)
s ) La il 5 a2 (§ yda g Lnaibiad 5 LISl 5 La ) ghai g Ja ghadll ) il Al jay (it
s sinall Al 1y e S ale 55 MR aad) (5l e g i o 4liy et aal o Cus
& sl e de sendd o gas o (585 JST 6 ) g 4GIYY 5 4 ganinn s Ja shadll 03gy o gl
Aga e ST Bl

PLaia ¥ 4y aa eda 5315 ¢“Corpus® AUl a saaill Ao gana g Ui 5AY) llaiadll 5
Corpus 4l sall Ui s&ill de gane 2238 ALalS Jlae ] dlules & (3 6830 pan A glaa 5 S sl
Corpus  Inscriptionum 4>l (i 5 &l & e sesas ¢ Inscriptionum  Graecarum  (CIG)
sl 8 Joadil) (e i 3,508 ) (e Gantin g i jall (5583 de sanas cLatinarum (CIL)
Agada) (i g8l Al jople ) shai

" Pinder-Wilson, R. H., Anderson, Donald M., Barbour, Ruth, Brown, T. Julian, Williams,. Robert,
Nash,. Ray and Turner,. Eric Gardner. "Calligraphy." Encyclopedia Britannica, February 22, 2019.
https://www.britannica.com/art/calligraphy; Claude Mediaville, Calligraphy: From Calligraphy to
Abstract Painting. Belgium: Scirpus-Publications, 1996.

# (CIG) Corpus inscriptionum graecarum. 4 vols. Berlin 1828-1877.

https://inscriptions.packhum.org/book/122?location=1703 [Access Date: July. 16, 2021]

(@Y ATTVATY) 5l 8T S Cpmaas 8 1adae VY Lgie aaa s ) AEY (il 8 Lo Cand) Ty 00 (3 51 e pana Aludes ™

[Access Date: July. 11, 2021] https://arachne.uni-koeln.de/drupal/?g=en/node/291: ki
N
4 ¢
N7



https://www.britannica.com/art/calligraphy
https://inscriptions.packhum.org/book/122?location=1703
https://arachne.uni-koeln.de/drupal/?q=en/node/291

Apadlual) (ol g8l )y ple  ghati g BLES
Janasi g aa j1 (Y1 Y laall e ) el g el i) (om0 o L) Sy
88 Mia Cprabusall bl yaall s (ua ) sall il e LU G -l Alg-dia) gl dpadlasyl) (5l
) A3 A ol Jash Ul Jas e Wi jS315 L g o) il gl 028 joas Caraay 5 63 Sia
i Al el gLl Jll G ) (Y ¢ ) gkl ¢ fclllaall g il (oY
O il o) 55 (YY) ) o bdeall s ALK Ariaa g 7] Al (YY)
GOl anee’ (ATYT ) g saall Tan g skl g )b 8 ALl (204 ) (55 sall
aniilal) Mep MY aal e’ (AVYA @) galarall Caall 8 JalSIP (2T @) LY ol
Sy ) gl Ja S )5 elaladll (A g0 ) (g el e Y mus’ (AAYY )
L)) yilasll (Ao Ao SN i il s L8 (335 1) 5 Jils 1 Blai joluaal) elli & Lgaiis
Ll gl sl Al 0 ¢ il edla 11 LS Jiay 5 6illa ) Jlacly ST OSy

O Al 5l Y AU Ao lia 5 ] A QLS (e 3 4l celilaall 5 clllaall Aadia A dilae G 4 e anddl) A
'e\/\/\q Ju o dandaa ;o ‘Lﬁi\_\é_.\l\ | LN | RPN
2378 Y ean— Cajlaall o can) ) Juadll sl daae s 3aia l slall 5 Jus 1 ey )5 ¢l gl s phall > ¢ dana”
NVAAY O L calany ¢ Qaill ad sl @S delia g &) AN (@YY @) galaial) 3 cp dal Gy e G dald g Al gl -
AV AAARY £ oA (aadl HSaN ¢ 3N a4l a2 (USH g 63 s AFY VS g budigad) Gusde (n deaa ) 3 gl
J_\:;@L..mjwduu}m\)a‘y}”}d}ld\ JM@M“CJ“‘J“GJJM\UJWU‘&U‘UA;JM“;
ﬂu V4 cLb.c JJN\
P\ MR REV ) c(_A'l Y ) glarl) a9 ) (g gmaad) A o G dilae U_\\ Ol il alea¥) el
‘\_U\)X\Lg};.\l\&_ud‘y‘ JMY\‘;;@\F@S\@M\W\W MXQAJJM\ML\S}‘\MJK_LU)J}W
lalae A @) 4T/ YYY el salasd) dxdae Vo ¢ aiiil) GaeY) G deal gl
SV Gl g pmall i) a1 A8 o g 3 A (o dana (i dana p S (ol O S o) (o Aadlad) alaY)
alall Sl )y ¢ g AT 5 maldl) dlae oladll e (i LAl 8 QS AT Guad) Say Gullall 5 5l
Al ge\‘i/\\/ /) eV Al ld — gy
(5 sl dana o raiad o Lad) Y elad e g LY aal jo ol hua @il Gall e (p Cragall 2
s ¥V e\‘\ci/_ﬁ\“\/v Ad gaall la ygali- 6.\3;1\ -l
GalElL 4 yiadl Kl i dandag chm:;\J\ (RAYY @) s alal a.l G ALAANRY (g ) 34l) daa s O Jaaf
eV E YAV AAIYYA N AYY /A TE
Llaall 583 6 laeVlgdae) sl (@Y FIOVEEY /AVITAE0) (g 5n Aall LAY 3 (p (Ao ¢ daal ol &7
Clalaa ce\qqo/_h\i\'l AR ‘GA)\.M.Y\ Sl yill 8 el A g 1 0l ‘m:\)suu\ d.\s;.ujb‘}”}
TIN5 XORPRUE -SpP PR U I Y FVTCE, PN | I VS | DS P AL SN I, yuusbwwwsﬁusy-”
Lal ) (Al gLl g aall adia g g aflaalin (Ta) TAE/A) 190 A atlly aga) TV /a) 2 £ Ao Lale Cpaal
) ppal) clabiall 53 Ml s L sf Calge dpanl g sil S5 el e sala g W yilae 5 la T L )l
e Al el Ll -l sall) UL J s s Adlal LS 53 Jani (Al la ) (A Bl gLl 5 a5l
s amall Ll 5 Jsmli¥) 5 da) s T i) all ) dale Aday Lysl oo alana s o(Liia )l -l 3 -l
sl Lal) LaS dlaial) il : il cddioadl s o gaall 5 poma s Saadl s cplanidd s Ly guus (3 yall s S 68 5 L5y 3
AERNS '&)Am\ ¢way)5w40:\-a‘.\a\ @ﬂ)ﬁﬁ.\}@;}&f&;\:\h‘\

o W 4 L

-

=Y

A \]w[>
X7




s ) s sas” 138 Sialt) ruls (ol 508

O iz 230 (58 53 W A8 G ¢l 138 8 2215 0501 (€ ) TAE /) vd0 ) T s
Tl 5 sileall CLUS (e 3aal LY 5 ¢35 Sl 8 Asilalial) 5 A jadly A giSall i)

A )4 /)Y Al e AU Caaill ia g2 )Y /) ) ol Al i sl Cuagd
)y agalaial o Lgans )y e GBIl (88 i sy sY) A ol ae i sl Janastl dge 58
358l 3 ga g 1) s Jial W) Y glaall 63l @l 8 JSS yilaad) g daplll JEY) 35 53
Jiaagil) yuac ol Jad A5V Al Jlee Y1 8 jeds s Al

Tos> o ae D) il Ay il i) Jlae Y1 Ay o VA 8l 2l
¢Fid oS LS 5 4 ) Al llladd) 268 e WIS () VY £ Gle (G, J. Kehr) eSSl
O el Al 5o alaia ¥ J oV laall S dpadul) clgaill 5 IS Sl (g Jaali 1384
Obl Ofialall any al8 g cdidl) Jlae W) )l 8 (sl dgaal o sialal) ol cdaadlay) i siall
DSV b Cating o U 5 i el Al jal sala dfiag Jlasl il 2) 4 /2 Y ()l
3. LIS V. Hammer sela s CIT. Reinaud 25 ofislll el (e s DY)
.V.Karaback

M5 (1863-1921) Max Van Berchem sy L8 (uSla (5 sy gusll Caalall Jisadll 5 gy
e Jiside sana STy aal il aca g (g2 5 Dl Ayl sl A o 231 ay

Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum )by g «Corpus inscriptionum Arabicarum

¢J b Apaay QUKo a3 )TV (e Yo (381 sall 2 0 Y E)M)@_MUA Vol g8 alh ol deaa 0 g0 0 Wl 8 -
e ) ledie 21 TAE/8) ¢80 i (o ) B A (55 8 ) el IS o) 5 Bl iyl Ay g S5 o md Y
ol Uiy Al T LaS Alalial) Uil ; ylail 438y 1S oy al g co Ll Conlail G Al 5 yall
c@&\éﬁ)ﬂhk;@ﬂ@mw ).Lu\ _)...amdh_ml\} suuamwyu\ubg\uabﬁym Lu.uu
Evliya Celebi (bin Dervis Mehemmed Zilli), Evliyd Celebi Seyahatnamesi 10. Kitap, [Istanbul
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