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Abstract

The subject of the research aims at studying all the aspects related to Mehen
serpent from the earliest time until the end of the New kingdom, through texts and
scenes decorating on the walls of tombs. The word MHn is derived from the verb
mHn which means “The Coiled One”. This study showed that Mehen was at the
beginning with the determinative vessel used in the serpent game, it is also
determinate in many cases with the determinative sitting god, and the sun disk-sign,

which indicates divinity. Later the name was provided with the serpent determinative
in its various forms. The study showed that the body of Mehen itself represented the

RPTIVEN LAML.&JL)AJ.\ALAQAJ*

v




11 ) o) ‘owvy.s s

path that the deceased enters to reach Ra in the center, and this path represented the
nine ways of fire and darkness.
Keywords: Mehen - serpent - Ra - Mehen gates - gates guards - Mehen paths.
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" Carrier, Claude, Textes des Sarcophages du Moyen Empire égyptien, 3vols, Paris, 2004, p. 1702.

% Faulkner, R. O., The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts, 3 vols, England,1977-1978, p. 291.
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Sauneron, Serge, Le Papyrus Magique Illustré de Brooklyn, The Brooklyn museum, New York,
1970, figs. 2-3).

* Piccione, Peter, A.,“Mechen, Mysteries, and Resurrection from the Coiled Serpent”, JARCE 27,
Egypt,1990, pp. 43-52, p. 46.
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" Carrier, Textes des Sarcophages du Moyen Empire égyptien, p. 1700.
# Rothéler, Benedikt, Mehen, God of the Board games, BGS 2, Netherlands, 1999, pp. 10-23, p. 18.
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" Zandee, J., Death as an Enemy, according to Ancient Egyptian Conceptions, Studies in the History
of Religions V, Leiden, 1960, p. 164-65.

 Carrier, Textes des Sarcophages du Moyen Empire égyptien, p. 1700.

* Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts, p. 291.

*Forman, Werner and Quirke, Stephen, Hieroglyphs and the Afterlife in Ancient Egypt[British
Museum Press: London], 1996, p. 97.

> Zandee, Death as an Enemy, according to Ancient Egyptian Conceptions, p. 164-65.

b Piccione, “Mehen, Mpysteries, and Resurrection from the Coiled Serpent”, p. 44.
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2002, p. 383.
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Ritner, Robert, K., “4 Uterine Amulet in the Oriental Institute Collection”, INES 43, University of
Chicago press, 1984, pp. 209-221, p. 219.
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% Ranke, Das altagyptische Schlangenspiel, p. 15.

123




| ((“‘ gwﬁ}ﬂ)&u)ﬁsw |

Coala (A28l )l adE ELS

e

T R A ' oy
_d,u\dqa@}”uw\muuu(msu) oaill Jss (TS
1o M (il g3 (el Al el - |:§§k C1
Piankoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, fig. 80 (Bucher 1932: 47)

o ns ‘nh-irw r.sn 3m.f sn.
Jeiony b caada (Gas) sol-ge gl e
I 290 S (B (xa L ¥ L
Cralag el gall GUS (a8 e alall de bl (e (g sladl Jadl (8 Sl b &) gla
ey A alad (g l) 2l gia IS 2 g o)y sSU JSE e < sl Sl ae Olal e

e e Lgle
& HQ‘I\ él:'

Jiual 55559

crt.a.)\ C'_al_a_).“ L”SJ-’..\

e )s.aqu.UJJJY\ ub\}d\uhs_o)wmabl\
Murray, The Osireion at Abydos: Egyptian Research Account, Pl. XIV

3aiaad el 2l Wl

(il Gl
H(£USE) "Oan b (S B paall imay dswt ndwit Sl sland aill (g
|
Al .ﬁ.%% Tigx™™ |
O |MEF\=U|||_°_|||MUUUL|||
% —<z>— Moz I:l wﬁ m —o—
R UUUL l—1 1 |
AI\N\NW\ m
I B e N
Pfb. 384-85

o nt.sn ssm(w) hnt nt ist m wi3 n ntr pn 3
o dwi.sn n ntr pn ndri.sn r.sn Mhn.sn

Y Hornung, Erik,The Egyptian Amduat: The Book of the Hidden Chamber, Translated by Warburton,
D., Revised and Edited by Hornung, E. and Abt, T., Zurich, 2007, p. 223.

% Cooper, William, Ricketts, The Serpent Myths of Ancient Egypt: A comparative History of these
Myths Compiled from the “Ritual of the Dead” Egyptian Inscrioptions, Papyri, and Monuments in
the British and Continental Museums, London, 1873, p. 24.

¥ Murray, Margaret, A., The Osireion at Abydos: Egyptian Research Account, London, 1904, PI. XIV.

¢o




11 ) o) @»«3 s

e wnn.sn m shr pn Mhn.sn hr.sn
o  (w).sn hr sb3w

paland) 3 gurall 138 8 A A8 B jrie e g (V) a2 @
e agilad agll saday an g casumall 138 Goenan e
celiul Gae aeilia® 8 ppuall Glli 8 (5355008 @
Jesaill Jasdaglll e
£ 9gsad! e B 5ua 593 .0

Ty ¢ i Al IR (e L 480 5 oy G ey 2 small A jleil) Al ) o] ay
N U T O N U X- FUBHRUITEND AVEENE WA EUENS P
¢ i) Al Blact 83 5a sall saua (e Gy o3 L) il JSE 6 el
Olaad cldly o ) geda 8 Ahaall Adsall A Allall € 8 (e laalll 4 ) dagal)
allad) o adila ) DA g jag op ) 205 dus 6 ) 2 seally aladl Wl )6 e dedia
SR D8 IS e dpeny s caapal) alil 8 ey s ¢ il

‘o “dsrw” hsaay Jga . L0

e 81 i el sall QS 8 daalall ALl (e (5 slad) Jadl & lase jsla
AU T NS xS imiw pein b sland i€ 5 OB arinie 48 e la
a5 ¢(OUS) Tyl | jlaina | ymdh (5 55 ¢! il allall 8 02} ¢y U imas g
o é{l st el g ) asumally (s 5 0

o
QﬁWﬁ O | MB =

MV

ol M Sy S P N W L

=
Pfb. 149

e insnn RCii.ti RC r.kn.

- Hornung, Erik, The Egyptian Book of the Gates, Zurich, 2014, p. 418-20.

# Hornung, Erik, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife, Cornell University Press, Ithaca and
London, 1990, p. 89 -90.

¥ Piccione, “Mehen, Mysteries, and Resurrection from the Coiled Serpent”, p. 43.

* Leitz, Lexikon der Agyptischen Gotter und Gotterbezeichungen, p. 384 zlhaaa (se 3 jall s Dor @ ail
Hoffmeier, James, Karl, Sacred: In the Vocabulary of Ancient Egypt: The Term Dsr, with Special
Reference to Dynasties 1-XX, OBO 59, university of Zurich, 1985, p. 2-13.

¢




11 ) o) U»yj s

o dw3t hnw n.k “k.k dsrw' m Mhn.
V) i il ep 5 Ll et e sl (Z1s0Y) A" e
T A putiall G Ja (Leaie ) ¢ll mpaall | laudl sl o

ANGEABNANGHARS

i i\“ NOM( ’"* Vet
o n o m

‘_ L\L \"\. A \‘\:‘ _‘L"k il _‘L‘\I\ @L ’L (RINIRIED L :‘_‘ AN

‘o Ol “_1\_1\}\3\ s m\;n @un -0 a}u.,d\ b}L.A e (OJS“)
Hornung, Erik, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits nach den Versionen des Neun Reiches
Herausgegeben, 2 Vols, Schweizerland, 1979-1980, p. 134.

—

—

e
N

pPe(ES]

il ey S adly gyl ol i Gl L 0y 5 ) Adlial jabeaal) aiiy G
(Y] (anadiay @l 3l Ay jeac & ek ¢ sall Lleal) S (e ysie) 5 cdglad) 8
B 8 e OS5 ol duad JSE Y e 53 Ganadiall iy Ll dqpall) A5l e
(Eraal (s la e IS5 A ¢lanl) Al A grial dn cualy a6 8N (st ) 5,50
sl Gl aagily o (50 Al e A siall 4 e A1 ¢ U gl gl A
2 gall any Blall iail | ey uail) eanal 288 caan (e 2l Jdl) ) ey

SIS dda Hae i€l Lgaall 5 o gl ol sall (5 peac 8 dgall (S Cna
GO (e (Ao il jhLie (3 ) sad tafleal 4 B g ) 2 small Caliadl) i)
Jon Gl o dulu) asilh g culS s Gl ol Jiad) g 3 gl U glas el

Lol 4slal Jalay 3 sl elac§ o s GEIY g o aJla 5 sl (e diland 3 sirall

Faulkner, R. O., A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, Oxford, 1964, p. s ""Dsrw" 4IS Cian i

Leitz, Lexikon der Agyptischen Gotter und (2 «"4288ll S el Gl el e 325.

Erman & Grapow, @ Al Cran S G dpens Jiay g )" Caes i Gotterbezeichungen, p. 384
e Jsda 4 "G all s aaall o Warterbuch der Agyptische Sprache, V, p. 615

#Hornung, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife, p. 149-50.
1A%




11 ) o) @«»«3 s

G| i

Ll Ha ) seandl a28 2ie Gae laafly Aakaial) ol gall JS Al il sda yS3 o
LS5 ¢ aall o an e 3 seaad) Bl g a geaill DA (e Glld 5 A0l A gall e
3533 O G ol A all o2a Canza gl 5 ¢"aily A ey i J2dll (e AELES M
OLa¥) e S (8 yeda LS e laalill dad JS85 dai jall sUY) anadias o ) seda Al 2
g Al Gila 5 e da (e Ja lee el a8 5 cpalladl 3 gl asadia
Sae e () Al ol G gl de gl AEL (Ll (aadiay aul) 053 43aY ) sac
A Jlsall 138 Jiay g ¢3S pall (A g ) () daasll G siall 40 Jaay (sl lusall Jiag 4
.ew‘) Db dals 5k

owr ekl el Lgie &y yumdl jaliaall L8 < jS3 i) Cgadll (e (me ciall o
<nh ntrw oY) anay dabw Ol s «3os fAadaall LK) g3 ¢l oIl
coland) allall Al 5 8o 555 Sl Gae ASa e claiall o3 J3i5 cMpin-13 oa )Y (3 shaa s

Lo saamie JICEL ) ) jaa o b ) peaddl Hlaldl il 0 YA (e (ae 36 o
2 sanall (398 Al Jiay o2 o jrw G5 Ml Abd aialy (A" Jimay gdom-r3 IS
QLS a4 )8 e )b ) seale Jsa daluiiall saneiall Clll) JSE 5 o) 5 &I IS5 ¢y )
il g asamall Joa Jalll QLIS 8 jelay pim V) LS s JS g el sl
Mgasdi 3 ) gaallall i 12350 5 ) Sl

o) ALaYL (g 82 o gdl il sl 5 48l Jlsa g Frma (5 pda Al yall 02 1,83
A5 S o (o g sall 33 5all () )

1odas 801 ey S 4l eime Led oy (A Adlinal) jobiadl) aii A e cpi 0
Sie el cdaail) A gall jeae s ol ) Ay peac dia Gl Ll dual e 5y gual
Dl LS Ada B ant€) 288 A5a ) A5l T ) 5 e (a1l A5l ime Al
Ol S5 el s 5 sl e atleal AL wils ) A 48 B g 2 semall Caliadl)
cagin paldill g adlael Caug e 53 small dua Jsa GLEIY) Lgie 32zl alga (e
Sosiall Gae dlea & peday cagilen 5 o AY) LY Gany s alaly) J) byl

o siall ) Alaad Cagl ) oans dodae | e s g pead ) A8l day)

¢A




11 S o) @«)/«33 s

&zl
Bucher, M. Paul, Les Textes des Tombes de Thoutmosis Il et d’Aménophis II, MIFAO
60, Cairo, 1932.
Budge, E. A. Wallis, Book of the Dead: The Chapters of Coming Forth by Day, London, 1898.
Carrier, Claude, Textes des Sarcophages du Moyen Empire égyptien, 3 vols. Paris, 2004.
Cooper, William, Ricketts, The Serpent Myths of Ancient Egypt: A comparative History
of these Myths Compiled from the “Ritual of the Dead” Egyptian Inscrioptions, Papyri,
and Monuments in the British and Continental Museums, London, 1873.
Darnell, John, Coleman, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian Unity:
Cryptographic Compositions in the Tombs of Tutankhamun, Ramses VI and Ramses IX,
OBO 198, Switzerland, 2004,
De Buck, Adriaan, The Egyptian Coffin Texts, 7 vols., OIP, Chicago, 1935-1961.
Erman, Adolf & Grapow, Hermann, Wérterbuch der Agyptische Sprache,7 vols. and 5
Belegstellen (Leipzig and Berlin, 1926-1963), 1971.
Faulkner, R. O., A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, Oxford, 1964.
Faulkner, R. O., The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts, 3 vols, England, 1977-1978.
Forman, Werner and Quirke, Stephen, Hieroglyphs and the Afterlife in Ancient Egypt
[British Museum Press: London], 1996.
Gardiner, Sir, Alan, Egyptian Grammar: Being an Introduction to the Study of
Hieroglyphs, Third Edition, Griffith Institute Oxford, 1957.
Hoffmeier, James, Karl, Sacred: In the Vocabulary of Ancient Egypt: The Term Dsr,
with Special Reference to Dynasties I-XX, OBO 59, university of Zurich, 1985.
Hornung, Erik, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits nach den Versionen des Neun
Reiches Herausgegeben, 2 Vols, Schweizerland, 1979-1980.
Hornung, Erik, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife, Cornell University Press,
Ithaca and London, 1990.
Hornung, Erik,The Egyptian Amduat: The Book of the Hidden Chamber, Translated by
Warburton, D., Revised and Edited by Hornung, E. and Abt, T., Zurich, 2007.
Hornung, Erik, The Egyptian Book of the Gates, Zurich, 2014.
Lacau, M. Pierre, Sarcophages Antérieurs au Nouvel Empire in: Catalogue Général des
Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire, IFAQ, vol. 1, Cairo, 1904.
Leitz, Christian, Lexikon der Agyptischen Gotter und Gotterbezeichungen, OLA, vol. 3,
Belgium, 2002.
Murray, Margaret, A., The Osireion at Abydos: Egyptian Research Account, London, 1904.
Piankoff, Alexandre, “Une Représentation Rare sur L'une des Chapelles de
Toutankhamon”’, JEA 35, Egypt Exploration Society, 1949.
Piankoff, Alexandre, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, vol. 2, ERTR 40, New York,1955.
Piccione, Peter, A.“Mehen, Mysteries, and Resurrection from the Coiled Serpent”,
JARCE 27, Egypt , 1990.
Ranke, H., Das altagyptische Schlangenspiel, (Sitzungsberchte der Heidelberg Akademie
der Wissenschaften, Heidelberg), 1920.
Reemes, Dana, Michael, The Egyptian Ouroboros: An Iconological and Theological
Study: A dissertation submitted in partial satisfication of the requirements for the degree
Doctor of Philosophy in Near Eastern languages and cultures, University of California:
Los Angeles, 2015.
Ritner, Robert, K., “A Uterine Amulet in the Oriental Institute Collection”, JINES 43,
University of Chicago press, 1984.
Rothéler, Benedikt, “Mehen, God of the Board games”, BGS 2, Netherlands, 1999.
Sauneron, Serge, Le Papyrus Magique Illustré de Brooklyn, The Brooklyn museum, New
York, 1970.
Wilkinson, Ritchard, H., The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, The
American University in Cairo Press, 2003.
Zandee, J., Death as an Enemy, according to Ancient Egyptian Conceptions, Studies in
the History of Religions V, Leiden, 1960.

£9




