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Four pottery Flasks of St. Mina in Mallawi Museum of Antiquities in Minia
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Summary

The museum of antiquities of Mallawi in Minia has four flasks belonging to
Saint Mina. These flasks, which are published for the first time, are kept in the
museum store in Ashmounin. Then, they are transferred to the museum of Mallawi
after its re-inauguration on 31/8/2016. Although these artifacts were found in several
excavations, the records of Mallawi and Ashmunin museums did not mention the
original source where they were found. However, they are all found in the site of
Coptic monuments in Minia territory.

The study begins with a preliminary discussion investigating the exact name
of these artifacts. This is simply because some researchers describe them as the flasks
of Saint Mina, while others call them as Saint Mina's water bottles. The researcher
refers to the location of "Abu Mina" in western Alexandria as well as the definition of
St. Mina to whom these products are attributed. Then comes the accurate descriptive
part of these artifacts, and the analytical part that includes the investigation of the
method of industry and decoration, then the forms and functional purposes of the
artifacts. The research also discusses the decorative elements that appeared on these
artifacts, analyzes them, and tries to date these artifacts according to the latest studies
that dealt with such samples. The research concludes with the most important results
of the study proved by sources and references and the inclusion of a set of maps of the
location of Abu Mina with photographs depicting the pieces in question as well as
artifacts used by the researcher in the comparative study.
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