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A New Study of the Manuscript Copy of
‘Aja’ib al-Makhliugat by al-Qazwini, Preserved
in the Bavarian State Library (cod.arab. 463)

Dr. IThab Ahmed Ibrahim")
Riham Mohamed Yousri Mohamed Gaafar""

Abstract

The issues of dating manuscripts, attributing them to specific artistic centers,
deducing new artistic methods in use, and identifying scribes and illustrators from
different artistic schools, are among the scholarly concerns of many researchers

of Islamic pictorial art and illumination.

In this context, the manuscript copy of ‘Ajaib al-Makhliigat (The Wonders of
Creation) by al-Qazwini, preserved in the Bavarian State Library in Munich (cod.
arab. 463), does bare reference neither to its scribe, nor illustrator nor the place,
nor the date of copying. Moreover, there is a great debate among researchers on
the issue of attributing this copy to a certain art center with conclusive evidences.
Thus, the main objective of studying this manuscript is to attempt to date and
attribute it to a specific artistic center through a study of its artistic style, and
comparing it with other copies that bear the same artistic features, particularly
the ones with clear copying dates and places to resolve the abovementioned
controversy. Moreover, given that its artistic style attributes it to one of the
sub-centers of the Ottoman school, this will lead, by its turn, to the identification
of more characteristics of pictorial Ottoman art and illumination in those sub-

centers.

(*)  Associate Professor of Islamic Archeology, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University.
(**)  PhD Candidate, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University
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