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Ibn Faris’ Alphabetical Dictionaries
(Mujmal al-Lugha wa
Magqarts al-Lugha)

Study on Critical Editing Discourse

Prof. Khalid Fahmy®")

Abstract

This study deals with a subtle point that lies at the heart of the field of critical
editing of heritage texts that study the discourse of critical editing critique
from the perspective of the specific nature of text and its composition pattern,
as an application of Ibn Faris’ (d.395 AH) two dictionaries: Mujmal al-Lugha
(Summary of the Language), and Maqais al-Lugha (the Analogical Templates of
Language).

The study examines the following points:

1- Introduction: The status of Ibn Faris in the history of Arabic lexicography and
his contribution to the development of the field.

2- Ibn Faris’ An article on the dating discourse of modern verification and its

features.

3- Ibn Faris’ achievement in his alphabetical dictionaries: A study of the

discourse of application of modern supplementary matters to critical editing.

(*) Professor of Linguistics at the Faculty of Arts - Menoufia University, and Expert at the Academy
of Arabic Language in Cairo
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The study reveals the presence of an early awareness of the value of the
lexicographical achievement of Ibn Faris in the modern era, dating back to the
year 1914 AD, and varied knowledge of the application of the fundamentals and
supplementary matters of critical editing among critical editors.

Key words: Ibn Faris’ the lexicographer - Mujmal al-Lugha - Maqais al-
Lugha - critique of critical editing of heritage.
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