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Al-Mijanna ft al-Ta ‘iin wa al-Waba’
by Ilias al-Yahuadi b. Ibrahim
al-Aspani: An Analytical Study

Dr. Sherif Ali Al-Ansary"

Abstract

Despite the great scholarly interest in written Arab heritage, many Arabic
manuscripts, along with their authors, have fallen out of any academic attention
into oblivion. This was the case of the manuscript in hand, al-Mijanna fT al-Ta‘tin
wa al-Waba’ (The Shield from Plagues and Epidemics), which, unfortunately,
suffered the same fate of its author, being neglected from any written record or
scientific work. Thus, it became incumbent to examine and study it, particularly
as it tackles the causes and prevention of plagues and epidemics. The study
examines how physicians in the Arab-Islamic civilization understood and dealt
with epidemics and plagues, and whether their opinions were purely scientific,
or were influenced by superstition and fantasy. Moreover, the study gives special
attention to introducing its author.

(*) Senior Researcher at the Manuscripts Center, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
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