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Revisiting Two Critical Editions of
Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik by
Abu ‘Ubayd al-Bakri

Prof. Abdullah Youssuf al-Ghoneim
President of the Center for Kuwaiti Research and Studies
Abstract

Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik (Book of Routes and Kingdoms) by Abi ‘Ubayd
al-BakrT is considered one of the most influential geographical works in Arabic heritage.
It contains numerous accounts that were not reported by other Arab geographers, in
particular the ones related to the Arabian Peninsula, Egypt, North Africa and Europe. Thus,
many Arab and Orientalist scholars, starting from the late nineteenth century, showed a
great interest in the book and published some of its volumes. It was later published in two
complete critical editions. The first appeared in Tunisia by two Orientalists, Van Leuven
and Andre Ferry. The second was published in Beirut by Jamal Tulbah. The latter was

entirely based on Tunis edition, though it does not acknowledge the former as the source.

This paper is a critical study of the two mentioned editions in the light of available
manuscripts and printed sources that were not seen by the editors. The purpose of this study
is to demonstrate the gross distortion of geographical places mentioned by the editors, and
to draw the attention to these lapses in order not to be taken as accurate information by

researchers and readers, given the fact they were critically edited by eminent scholars.
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First Issue 2018

It is well-known that understanding heritage to generate knowledge requires a
scrutinizing process of theorization of its input and output. This process should start
from revisiting the epistemological theory adopted by early Arab scholars, and end by
constructing a different conception of Arabic/Islamic heritage founded on unprejudiced
and systematic methodology. To this end, we have to contemplate the contextual inquiries
of scientific research on heritage. Whereas some scholars regard heritage as lumbersome
and others attribute to it many contemporary intellectual disillusionments of our Arab
societies, it is doomed necessary to contribute to its scrutinizing and objective research
that is not limited to textual analysis, but also to the deduction of its underpinning

epistemological premises and functions as well as future perspectives.

For all the foregoing, the MsC became determined to publish a peer-reviewed journal
entirely devoted to Arabic manuscript studies. Within the last two years, it held extensive
meetings with codicology and manuscript experts as well as university professors
specialized in related field of heritage to decide on the journal’s scope and publishing
guidelines. Different Arabic journals on manuscripts were also consulted to settle on the
added value of the new journal. It was decided to pay more attention to textual research
in addition to standard studies of the manuscripts. Moreover, the journal language is not
limited to Arabic only, as the first issue comprises an English paper, and we welcome
more languages in the future. Finally, we have chosen the title to be Manuscript Studies
to match the journal scope that encompasses traditional research on Arabic manuscripts

to include papers on critical editing, codicology, etc.

The first issue of the journal comes in fulfillment of our aspirations. The papers
included are variegated in topics, methodologies and approaches. They coves varied topics
on Arabic manuscripts including codicology, cataloging, critical editing, bibliographies,
critiques and commentaries. They are written in either Arabic or English, with bilingual
abstracts to highlight their content to non-Arabic/English readers. In conclusion, we
would like to express our gratitude to all who contributed to the issuing of this journal,
above all our international advisory committee for their unrelenting guidance and overall
support.

Dr. Medhat Issa

Director, Manuscripts Center
Editor-in-Chief



Editorial

The ranking of any given academic establishment is determined by its ability to serve
as an authoritative repository for scholars to refer to on current scholarly issues. This is
best manifested in the publishing of peer-reviewed academic journals concerned with
up-to-date scholarly topics and findings, in addition to critiques of latest research in
related fields. The crucial role of this type of scholarly production is building a collective
knowledge base underpinned by the continuum of investigation and study to further the

progress of science.

The missions and goals of the Manuscripts Center (MsC), affiliated to the Cultural
Outreach Sector, at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, are set to contribute rigorously to
work on Arabic/Islamic heritage, in order to highlight its pivotal role in the intellectual
human experience. Thus, the MsC regularly holds specialized international conferences
and seminars, where eminent world experts in the fields of Arabic/Islamic heritage and
manuscript studies meet to shed light on the untrodden aspects of heritage, and introduce
its written rarities scattered all over the collections of world libraries. Its cultural and
training programs are tailored to meet the increasing demand in the Arab world for
specialized lectures and workshops in cataloging, manuscript studies and codicology.
Moreover, the MsC dedicates considerable effort to academic publishing, including
heritage books, translated scholarly papers related to manuscripts, as well as conference
and seminar proceedings. During the past years, it released manuscript catalogs and

directories of manuscript rarities of its collections.
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Publishing Guidelines

- This journal provides a platform for the publication of original and novel academic
research in the areas of codicology, history and philosophy of science and Arabic/
Islamic heritage studies. The journal welcomes the submission of critical editions,
translations, critiques, book reviews of Arabic heritage studies and manuscripts, in
Arabic, English and French.

- Submitted papers should not have been published before, as whole or in part, derived
substantially from the author’s thesis or dissertation, or under consideration for
publication elsewhere.

- Submitted papers are typically between 5,000 to 10,000 words in length (for researches,
studies and critical editions), and should not be less than 2,000 words (for critical
essays, book reviews and translations).

- A brief abstract (150 words maximum), in both Arabic and English, is required.

- Papers are submitted electronically via the journal email along with an adequate bio of
the author.

- The journal adopts a blind scholarly peer-review process. Authors shall be informed of
the reviewing process’ outcome. The editors reserve the right to make modifications
and changes to accepted papers as necessary. The decision of acceptance or rejection
of papers is final.

- Upon acceptance of a paper, the author must make timely and effective modifications and
corrections if required by the reviewers. The editors may opt not to disclose the reason
for rejection of a submitted paper.
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