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The Conservation of the Quran of
Amr b. Al-As Mosque at the Egyptian
National Library and Archives

The Thesaurus Islamicus Foundation Team

Nagwa Said Mohamed, Parchment Conservation Lab Manager, General
Authority for National Library and Archives.

John Mamford, Conservation Senior Specialist, Islamic Treasures
Foundation.

Amal Mohamed Mohamed, Conservation Specialist, General Authority for
National Library and Archives.

Shaimaa Mostafa, Conservation Specialist, General Authority for National
Library and Archives.

Nada Mohamed Abd El-Rahman, Conservation Specialist, National
Archives of Egypt.

Wedad Ismail, Conservasion Specialist, General Authority for National
Library and Archives.

Maiada Genena, Conservation and Restoration, Executive Assistant,
Islamic Treasures Foundation.

Abstract

The paper highlights the historical significance and conservation techniques
and methods used in the preservation of this huge parchment Quran manuscript
(610mm ht. x 540mm w., 39 kg wt.). The key objectives of the project were to
stabilize the current condition of this rare manuscript, and to make it available
in the form of a bound codex. A high-resolution digital copy will be accessible

for research purposes, including images from other known institutions, which
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hold a number of the parchment folios of the same manuscript, to create a virtual

compilation of it.

Many Muslims consider this Quran manuscript (no. 139) to be the
personal copy of Caliph ‘Uthman (24-35 AH/ 644—656 CE), or the one he had
commissioned to be sent to the major cities of the Muslim world. However,
earlier studies of the manuscript by Muslim and non-Muslim scholars show that
this is unlikely. Nevertheless, the codex is a precious specimen of early Quran
manuscripts written in a Kufic script.

Before its acquisition for the collection of the National Library of Egypt in
1246 AH/1868 CE, the manuscript was kept in the Mosque of ‘Amr b. Al-‘As in
Fustat. During this time, Muhammad ‘AlT Pasha commissioned the calligrapher
Muhammad b. ‘Umar Al-Tanbili to replace the missing original parchment
folios with paper folios.

The parchment manuscript was bound in the 19" century with red leather
and in the same manner of traditional Islamic binding; it had a fore edge and
envelope flap. Prior to the current treatment, the binding structure itself was in a
fragmented condition; the sewing was broken down and the covering materials
exhibited multiple evidences of previous restoration. The parchment and paper
folios were connected together with paper hinges along the spine folds sewn onto
two flat linen supports of double thickness, with a red cloth spine lining. The
Kufic text had traces of ink burns, which is a common condition characteristic
of the majority of texts written with iron gall ink. As one can expect with a
manuscript from this period, which has been stored in multiple places, the
parchment folios required humidification to remove undulations and repairs of
the internal and outer edge losses.

After the treatment completion, this exquisite rare Kufic parchment Quran
copy is once again made available for scholarly purposes.
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