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Three Manuscripts of
Ibn Jubayr’s Rihla®

S. A. Bonebakker

Translated by Dr. Mourad Tadghout(**)

Abstract

This article presents a philological approach of copies of Ibn Jubayr’s Rikla,
punctuated by codicological views. The philological examination deals with
rules of critical editing when evaluating the critical editions of Rikla and its
translations, particularly at the level of copy compilation and variation study.
However, this last component does not exist in W. Wright’s publication, because
the editor only depended on a unique manuscript preserved at the library of
the University of Leiden, and did not consult other copies, such as the copy of
Al-Qarawyyin Library. The latter was used in G. S. Colin’s collation in his
critical edition of Rihla, in which he furnished many variants.

(*) References: Bulletin of Eastern Studies, Vol. 47, (December 1972), Page: 234-245. Publisher : (Sapienza) —
Roma University.

(*+) Moroccan Researcher and Translator, the Institute of Arabic Manuscripts, Cairo.
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Moreover, Wright’s edition did not depend either on the three Moroccan copies
of Rihla, for which the author of this translated paper provides a codicological
description, namely: the copy of the Moroccan National Library (former Public
Library), the copy the Royal Library no. 5855, and the copy of Sidi Hamza at
Al-Zawiya Al-Hamziya Library no. 63. To the author’s best knowledge, no
information has been published concerning the three manuscripts.

The author closes his article by highlighting a range of variants of his
collation between Al-Qarawyyin copy and the Moroccan copies in the section
on the description of Sicily. He concludes that the latter are consistent with
Al-Qarawyyin copy in many places.
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