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Biography Books between Critical
Editing and Analytical Study
Using Quantitative Approach in
Text Critical Editing

“Al-Daw’ Al Lami* Li-Ahl Al-Qarn Al-Tasi®”
By Samsul-Din Al-Sakhawi
(831-902 AH/1327-1495 CE)

Dr. Sawsan Al Fakhery ™

Abstract

This paper aims to achieve two objectives. First, to highlight the importance
of the critical editing of one of the most important history manuscripts from
the intermediate Islamic era, i.c., “Al-Daw’ Al Lami® Li-Ahl Al-Qarn Al-Tasi®”
(The Shining Light of the Ninth Century People) by Samsul-Din Al-Sakhawi
Although, a modern printed version was published, it is a commercial one
wherein scientific research rules were not adopted. The research also aims at
drawing attention to the problematic issues related to critical editing, such as

cataloging and different dated copies of the manuscript.

(*) Researcher in Islamic Heritage, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
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Second, how to optimize the use of manuscripts of different disciplines, in
general, and biography books in particular, using quantitative approach. The
mechanism of applying this approach entails subjecting the critical edition with
all its contents to a set of statistical formulae and tables. The results are to be
addressed in conformity with historical research rules in terms of documentation,
criticism and analysis.

The research consists of an introduction, three fields of research and a
conclusion. The introduction discusses reasons for subject selection and
research methodology, whereas the research fields address the following topics:
(1) Introducing the manuscript and the importance of its subject; (2) Identifying
research problematic issues and means of handling them; and (3) Presenting the
methodology of critical editing and analytical study.

The research paper is concluded with the study results, in addition to an
appendix of illustrations.
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Publishing Guidelines

- This journal provides a platform for the publication of original and novel academic
research in the areas of codicology, history and philosophy of science and Arabic/
Islamic heritage studies. The journal welcomes the submission of critical editions,
translations, critiques, book reviews of Arabic heritage studies and manuscripts, in
Arabic, English and French.

- Submitted papers should not have been published before, as whole or in part, derived
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- The journal adopts a blind scholarly peer-review process. Authors shall be informed of
the reviewing process’ outcome. The editors reserve the right to make modifications
and changes to accepted papers as necessary. The decision of acceptance or rejection
of papers is final.
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