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Swordsmanship Skills and Techniques

A Reading in Some Mamluk Equestrian
Manuscripts

(648-923 AH/ 1250-1517 CE)

Dr. Shereen El-Kabbani’

Abstract

The upbringing of Mamluks in the barracks of the Cairo citadel was twofold.
They received education in writing and religious sciences, as well as military
training on horse riding, fencing, spear and axe thrusting, and the use of other
indispensable weapons. As for the sword, it was considered one of the most
important weapons that a Mamluk should master. This paper revisits some military
manuscripts written by equestrian masters in the Mamluk Era, seeking to clarify

the main stages for a Mamluk to skill in fencing.

(*) Researcher at the Center for Islamic Civilization Studies, Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
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- Medieval Islamic Swords and Swordmaking — Kindi’s Treatise on “Swords
and Their Kinds”, R. G. Hoyland, B. Gilmour, Oxford: 2012.
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Publishing Guidelines

- This journal provides a platform for the publication of original and novel academic
research in the areas of codicology, history and philosophy of science and Arabic/
Islamic heritage studies. The journal welcomes the submission of critical editions,
translations, critiques, book reviews of Arabic heritage studies and manuscripts, in
Arabic, English and French.

- Submitted papers should not have been published before, as whole or in part, derived
substantially from the author’s thesis or dissertation, or under consideration for
publication elsewhere.

- Submitted papers are typically between 5,000 to 10,000 words in length (for researches,
studies and critical editions), and should not be less than 2,000 words (for critical
essays, book reviews and translations).

- A brief abstract (150 words maximum), in both Arabic and English, is required.

- Papers are submitted electronically via the journal email along with an adequate bio of
the author.

- The journal adopts a blind scholarly peer-review process. Authors shall be informed of
the reviewing process’ outcome. The editors reserve the right to make modifications
and changes to accepted papers as necessary. The decision of acceptance or rejection
of papers is final.

- Upon acceptance of a paper, the author must make timely and effective modifications and
corrections if required by the reviewers. The editors may opt not to disclose the reason
for rejection of a submitted paper.

- The information and opinions contained in the papers are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the view of the Manuscripts Center nor the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina.

Contact Information:

All correspondence is to be sent via e-mail to the Managing Editors:
manuscripts.center@bibalex.org or layla.khoga@bibalex.org
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