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Patterns of Creativity in Arabic
Manuscripts

Professor Abdel-Sattar Al-Halwagy"’

Abstract

Creativity plays an important role in the development and progress of nations.
It is an outcome of natural talent, knowledge, and imagination. Early Muslims
displayed their creativity in the form of calligraphy in their Holy Book (i.e. the
Qur’an) and ornamentation of Qur’anic manuscripts, and were characterized by
calligraphic ornamentation and the arabesque style. They were also innovative
in several other fields of knowledge; to this day, some sciences still carry Arabic

names, such as “algebra” and “alchemy”.

Creativity in our Arabic legacy was not confined to the content but extended
to the means of formulating this content. Some scientific Arabic texts were

converted to famous poems such as grammar and recitations of the Holy Qur’an.

An outstanding example of the creative ability of the Arabs is the amazing
and extra ordinary style of writing some manuscripts in which the text can be
read in different directions; each one which offering a subject quite different
from the other.

(*) Professor of Library Sciences, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University.
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Publishing Guidelines

- This journal provides a platform for the publication of original and novel academic
research in the areas of codicology, history and philosophy of science and Arabic/
Islamic heritage studies. The journal welcomes the submission of critical editions,
translations, critiques, book reviews of Arabic heritage studies and manuscripts, in
Arabic, English and French.

- Submitted papers should not have been published before, as whole or in part, derived
substantially from the author’s thesis or dissertation, or under consideration for
publication elsewhere.

- Submitted papers are typically between 5,000 to 10,000 words in length (for researches,
studies and critical editions), and should not be less than 2,000 words (for critical
essays, book reviews and translations).

- A brief abstract (150 words maximum), in both Arabic and English, is required.

- Papers are submitted electronically via the journal email along with an adequate bio of
the author.

- The journal adopts a blind scholarly peer-review process. Authors shall be informed of
the reviewing process’ outcome. The editors reserve the right to make modifications
and changes to accepted papers as necessary. The decision of acceptance or rejection
of papers is final.

- Upon acceptance of a paper, the author must make timely and effective modifications and
corrections if required by the reviewers. The editors may opt not to disclose the reason
for rejection of a submitted paper.

- The information and opinions contained in the papers are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the view of the Manuscripts Center nor the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina.

Contact Information:

All correspondence is to be sent via e-mail to the Managing Editors:
manuscripts.center@bibalex.org or layla.khoga@bibalex.org
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