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Book of Treasure

An Early Arabic Treatise on Medicine

Max Meyerhof the Orientalist
Translated by: Mikhaly Solomonidis and Ahmed Refaat"

Abstract

Max Meyerhof enriched the Orientalists’ legacy with his academic output.
One of his remarkable works is his English research Kitab Al-Dhakhira fi ‘lim
Al-Tibb (The Book of Treasure: An Early Arabic Treatise on Medicine) for which
we furnish this Arabic translation. The Book of Treasure, or Treasury on the
Science of Medicine, is composed by Thabit b. Qurra whom Meyerhof describes
as “the master of his time”. The Book of Treasure remained part of universities’
curriculum for many centuries worldwide. The research concludes with a

glossary of English-Arabic medical terms of Thabit b. Qurra’s magus opus.

The research opens with a brief historical introduction about the scientific
contributions of Thabit b. Qurra, his age, and scientific status. It then revisits the
book contents and provides a brief description of each of its 31 chapters on general
health. We decided to add to the original English-Arabic glossary the terms’
equivalents in Arabic letters, as the original were written in transliterated Latin
as well as Greek, to enrich and authenticate the translation. We also included the
additions made by the reviewers (the medical one and two academic reviewers)
to furnish a dynamic atmosphere between the reader, translator, reviewer, and
publisher.

(*) Mikhaly Solomonidis: Principal translation and external cooperation specialist, Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. Ahmed Refaat: Former translation specialist, Manuscripts Center, Bibliotheca
Alexandrina.
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