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Dialogue of Civilizations in International Relations
Motivations and Constraints: A Case Study of the Arab-
European Dialogue (1973-1990)

Dr. Osama Farouk Mekheimar

osama.farouk@eps.bsu.edu.eq

Abstract:

The Arab-European dialogue is an important form of dialogue that revolves
around issues of an economic and political nature. The Arab oil embargo
prompted the European side to initiate dialogue with the Arab side, which
welcomed the initiative and put the Palestinian issue as the first Arab issue on
the dialogue table, in addition to issues such as the transfer and settlement of
technology, and the promotion of benefiting from oil revenues in European
banks. The situation of Arab immigrants in European countries, etc. However,
the dialogue has encountered difficulties since it was announced. The United
States saw it as detrimental to its interests in the Middle East and sought to
thwart it. The dialogue was affected by various regional and international
changes throughout its years (1973-1990). The dialogue gave many experiences
and lessons that can be built upon in the future.
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Osama Farouk Mekheimar, Common Challenges to the Levant:

Cooperative Security in the Middle East after Peace, Monograph
Series, No. 11 (Rome: NATO Defense College, 2002) pp. 31-35.
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