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Abstract:

Epistemological, ontological as well as methodological revisions in
the field of IR have stimulated calls stressing on the importance of non-
Western theoretical contributions to the field debates. This development in
the field of IR raises several questions about the relationship between non-
Western contributions and the methods and methodologies prevalent in
the field: To what extent do Western -especially post-positivist- research
methods and methodologies satisfy the needs of non-Western theoretical
contributions in the field? To what extent do non-Western theoretical
contributions in the field provide methods and methodologies of their own
that reflect non-Western particularity and move, thereby, beyond methods
and methodologies of the West. Hence, what is the value added of non-
Western theoretical contributions in as far as the production of science is
concerned? This paper focuses on the Chinese theoretical contributions as
an example of non-Western theoretical contributions in search of possible

answers to these questions.
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Relations Theory", in: Stephen McGlinchey, Rosie Walters and Christian Scheinpflug (eds.),
International Relations Theory, (Bristol: E-International Relations Publishing, 2017), pp. 1-14
2. Yale Ferguson and Richard Mansbach, Reflections on the "Third Debate"', The ""Third
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Gunther Hellmann, International Relations as a field of Study, International Encyclopedia of
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