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Abstract.

Among several theories about international relationships,
Realism theory has proved to be best able to explain and predict
the behaviour of countries. In practice, it started to evolve into the
Classical Realism theory established by Hans Morgenthau. Then
New Realism (or Structuralism) appeared with its two divisions,
Defensive and Offensive. Kenneth Walters and John Mearsheimer
were among the most important pioneers of this theory.
Neoclassical Realism theory then appeared. Some of its most
important pioneers were Jeffrey Taliaferro and Randall Schweller.

From the scholar’s point of view, Neoclassical Realism is the
theory most able to provide explanations and make predictions as it
uses internal and external parameters to analyse a country’s
behaviour.  The study aims to re-evaluate the assumptions of
Neoclassical Realism through the theoretical model provided by
Jeffrey Taliaferro. In addition to applying this model to American
foreign policy during the office of President George Bush Junior
(2000-2008) we also apply the theory to the War on lIrag. In order
to re-evaluate the theory in question, we examine the structure of
the American political system, the political development of the
USA, and US foreign policy and its key parameters.

Our conclusion emphasises the importance of internal factors on
political decisions. The conflict situation that has been found for a
not short period of time between USA and Iraq. The varied beliefs
and interests of political decision makers in the United States of
America did not culminate in declaring war until the time of
George Bush Junior who, as some thought, took the decision to
declare war on Irag once he came to office.

Furthermore, there was an exterior threat represented by the al-
Qaeda organisation which was the most dangerous threat to USA
at that time. Taliaferro’s realism considers that human groups are
formed for any reason, but the main reason for the existence of a
group is the existence of an enemy to that group and the fear that
the enemy represents to its existence and stability. And that enemy
was represented in al-Qaeda organisation, Iraq, Afghanistan, North
Korea and Iran.
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The reason which made the USA take attacking military actions
against Iraqg and Afghanistan, but not against Korea or Iran —
although both of those countries had been classified as US enemies
— iIs the systematic parameter that reflects on the relative force
distribution within the international regime in which the USA is
superior in many respects, such as its economy and its military.

Add to this, the balance in the county’s defensive and offensive
abilities, namely when the county has enough force to carry out a
military attack while at the same time, is able to fight back. The
geographic position of the USA is unique too, because it is
geographically isolated and far away from the military reach of
those counties.
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