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The Ba-bird in the Funerary Art of Greco-Roman Egypt
Taher Deghedy, Ph.D.
-Abstract

The ba-bird was one of the important birds in ancient Egyptian religion.
This fact is well demonstrated by the funerary scenes, which depict this
bird since the early stages of Egyptian history. The bird was pictured
while descending on the chest of the mummy to unite with the deceased
and to restore to him his soul and life and to provide him with all
necessary needs including food, drinks and even sexual power. The
ancient Egyptians thought that the bird could move freely between the
tomb and the outside world and that it could take whatever shape it
liked. In sum, the bird was the only means enabling the deceased to live
his life once again in the other world as he used to do in his previous
life.

This paper studies the scenes depicting this bird during the Greco-
Roman period and seeks to explore aspects of continuity and change in
those scenes. As will be demonstrated, the study shows that the ancient
Egyptian beliefs regarding the role of the bird in the funerary sphere
continued during this period and notes that the artists followed the
artistic styles of their contemporary periods in depicting it. The ba-bird,
moreover, appeared more frequently in the tombs of ordinary persons
compared to the ancient times.

-Key Words: Ancient Egyptian Religion — Ba-bird — Funerary Art —
Greek and Roman Egypt.
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