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The Great Riot of 415 in Alexandria between the
Christians and the Jews: A contextual Approach

Amira al-Hedainy, Ph.D.

-Abstract:

Since it was founded by Alexander the Great towards the end of
the fourth century BC and until the end of late antiquity, the city of
Alexandria was characterized as a cosmopolitan city distinguished by its
multi-cultural and ethnic groups. There, Jews lived next to Greeks,
Egyptians and other nationalities drawn to the city by its increasing
economic and cultural importance over the ages. Also, during the stages
of its long history, Alexandria witnessed several occasions of riots and
resurrections due to several causes, among which the disputes between
the Greeks and the Jews during the Roman era and then the clashes
between Jews and Christians after the spread of Christianity. These last
clashes became more frequent during the fourth century after the
conversion of Constantine.

This paper studies the riot which occurred between the Christians
and the Jew in 415 during which the philosopher Hypatia was
assassinated. It analyzes the causes of the riot, its immediate and real
causes and explains that the latter go back several decades before the date
of the riot. The study also discusses the nature of the relations between
the prefect of the city and its bishop who assumed his office only few
years before. It concludes that not only was the clash between the two
parties inevitable, but its consequences were also predetermined. The
same conclusion applies as well to the parallel clashes between the
prefect and the bishop and the pagans and the latter.

-Key words: Jews of Alexandria — Bishop Cyril of Alexandria — Hypatia
the Philosopher — Orestes the Prefect of Alexandria.
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at 282.
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Griggs, Early :\aif ,L) Theodoretus, Historia Ecclesiastica, 4.18-19. ™
Egyptian Christianity, 181-182; Errington, Roman Imperial Policy, 186-187,
211.

oS ¢l daalee A sdy 53l Sozumen, Historia Ecclesiastica, 6.20 &I )& )

Wessel, Cyril :asedl )50 e g 0agiay Ml saclua ol jauall 3 Cpadall Gl
of Alexandria, 37.

Haas, Alexandria in Late Antiquity, 126. "
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Tcherikover and Fuks, Corpus Papyrorum Judaicarum, 97: “But the ¢
disproportion of forces dispelled any doubts as to the result of the struggle:
from the very beginning the defeat of the Jews was certain.”
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Susan Wessel, Cyril of Alexandria and the Nestorian Controversy: The "
Making of a Saint and of a Heretic (Oxford, 2004), 15.

Norman Russel, Cyril of Alexandria (London and New York, 2000), 7; (9
Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.7.11-13: koi yop & éxeivov 1| émiokom)
AleEavdpeiog mEP TG 1EPOTIKTG TAEEMG KATAOVVAGTEVEY TMV TPOYLATOV
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Oded Trshai, “Christian : 5 ¢, &0 13 ciaal jalad degall dud al Gaaf ki 1)
Historiographers’ Reflections on Jewish-Christian Violence in Fifth-Century
Alexandria,” in Jews, Christians, and the Roman Empire, eds. Natalie B.

Dohrmann and Annette Yoshike Reed (Philadelphia, 2013), 137-153.
~ Y 1Y \ P~



a5l

oAl b Gile s ((John of NiKil) Lo sill/is sl Ua gy o) b
el ot Sam Sy (L a8 G (S5 0L ald
s (Orestes) uiiwrsl pedde 4l ague plosd zowall G |saaial
ps &b alie pomy 1l Al Ayl (g 2l @laiy 4y jusiY)
s 3y Ll i) B b gl o s il g cpgl el
Ol amly Cmd Dante pein 0o OS5y skl gl any g laayl
A Gaiatll IS S Gl 0 fpsaatidl cpatiadl aad (K ¢(Hierax)
|5l 5 (oDICaA B Aty s AT 3 S 03 sm g 2sel) eal Letic
Al Gl S e Latie 5 L cudeill Cint agsaiid 5 cadde (a3 Gutia
s - Gl o Vsie] Lo 13 peie i aeils atam 5 cagadll a8 aan
il 8 aede Culil 838 1y el 5 g3l I 2sedl (S o s

(1), 200l (o Lol atabnd ) 5 = S s 0 S Ll Ui

DU A€ anly Gape A€ o U gaa) 3 o plal il

aainy Us 5 4 (a3l s S35 John of Nikiu, Chronicon, 84.91-98. [trans. Charles]. ¢

Edward J. Watts, Riot in Alexandria: Tradition and Group :&_-aall 43 5,0 A

Dynamics in Late Antique Pagan and Christian Communities (Berkeley,
2010), 208.

Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.35-38: To 8¢ mAfifog tédv Tovdaimv tijg “”
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John of Nikiu, :<3< 1 Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.48-53. ¢V
Eirini  Artemi, “Cyril of :ZaisChronicon, 84.98-99. [trans. Charles].
Alexandria (412-444) and his Patriarchic Period according to Socrates
Scholasticus,” Journal of Medieval and Islamic History 12 (2018-2019), 38.
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Wilken, Judaism and the Early Christian Mind, 57:“Socrates' explanation of "
the causes of the outburst are less than persuasive. However, the actual reason
for the disturbance is not important....”

Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.19-23: Kai &1 tote Opéotov tod tijg "
Ale&ovdpeiog Emapyov ‘moAiteioav’ év 1® OedTp moOOVVTOG,— OUT® O
ovopdle eldbacty TAg ONUOTIKAG SLOTVTOCELS,— TAPT oAV Kol TOD ETIGKOTOV
KvpiAdov oi cmovdaotol, TAG yvouévoag mopd ToD EmGpPYoVv OUTLIMGELS
yv@val fovddopevor.
~Y.§ ~



Y10 ple 4y ,nCuY) dvd

Bjre Al s o —ee oS QoS oY Gadds 4 Glga s
Basiie dila Wi o Gl S sm Ciay e sy (Y8 4 sl o sacae
4 pealeily (oSl el dsel) Aaadle N iy aay JEy 6385 O Aala
Yy L) i WS «(ivo otdor) <Dl s Andll il i adl Fuass
ooty Lo dony Uk o5 Gy S 1Y e Jelits of (s m b e
vmn a0 oaal Ja QB Jue e aleVh 4l asel) anasts
My oclgle 4l ge oSl el lly aseall caman W AN )l
penat ala | suas ol Aagia B Las olgd aoaiill Al daliadll de gandll
Giaa Jlal) Aoy LG oIS o) 5 Aldina sa5 dpm il oda & Cleagle
G sl Wy Y Al AT Aall Gy dealill sda e &5
cOiaall mrs g s sl (g sall olad Cpsndll 5 2 5ed) Dla3 Sleay o
(). Cal) ¢ i 8 Gans Lgiaa
b il — st S g oS3 oAl piliall sl G A5 Hlial) Lilaai
2 39l BalEy Gl S Jladl g0, Gy — Al g laial S seas
e Ll Al L AT Gl 6 aa g Balad o s Ada] L)
Ciic gas gl Gl 8 Leduad Al ulS 3 Canally A5saial A5

John of Nikiu, Chronicon, 84.90. [trans. Charles]. "
) 138 o Baadl (53 Griggs, Early Egyptian Christianity, 190-191 : i ¢V
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Wessel, Cyril of Alexandria, 34 with note 68. "
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Russel, Cyril of Alexandria, 3. ©"

Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.15-18: 0vd&v frtov &uewvav oi Tovdaiot ™"
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Haas, Alexandria in Late Antiquity, 300-301: “Clearly, Cyril had assumed a ©*
stance of uncompromising opposition to the Jews”; Wilken, Judaism and the
Early Christian Mind, 60-61.
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Russel, Cyril of Alexandria, 8. ©”

Dohrmann and Reed, Jews, Christians, and the Roman Empire, 244-245. ©V
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John of Nikiu, :<Ni< kil Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.29-34.C"
Chronicon, 84.93. [trans. Charles].

Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.59-61. ©V
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Wessel, :duasy) masialNs e 5 Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, 7.13.61-64. "
Cyril of Alexandria, 36.
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John of Nikiu, :¢0iS L8Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica,7.14.7-24."
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Edward J. Watts, Hypatia: the Life and Legend of an Ancient :ale JSi il )
Philosopher (Oxford, 2017).
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Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica,7.15.21-24: Todto ob pikpdv pdpov
Kvopiho kol tf] AleEavopéwv ékkAncia eipydoato’ GALOTPLOV YA TOVIEADG
TAV PPOVOLVTOV T0 XP1oToD POVOL Kol Pyt Kol T0 TOVTOLG TOPOTANGLOL.
Philostorgius, Historia Ecclesiastica,8.9 ;< ¢ & (")
~ Y)Y ~



Y10 ple 4y ,nCuY) dvd

sl Ui gy T8 o8 o] (e ola puli S s Jub 3y &3 yall
a2l Al dad culS o 3 Wilugd e o a1 Al of
g sall YV asailly el GV WS G i du Se clS
Ayl b I S At ey ) e LA Gy
Cladll e g al s b ade cdll Y 1uad Wal Lea ing
) o dlly sl oS Ay lall e¥la 3 Y) easale calS LS Al
Bl s 8 580 Qi 1S 5 Lpdia )5S0 cpe 150 oo it
s Vsl e ks eGlad OIS A5 Leie 3a cmpmnall Jxb 25 ¢ sal
e o a3 150 tsandl (sl o8 (il ade |y (LS Jsa Lok
RRU-CW B WA S - PONYY

Jibal Lagiallas b i€l (R 3l o Y ekl (i,

Y oad Ua aaad Lo Ul s - Lagin 48 iiall cLi8) amy dllia o6 (48 uiludl
Y L Gl 3 sl s cpmmsand) o g peall (3lams e ialadl Jond (K
2y oS g Ml G bl Gl e g juall aa Jiad (S
O AT Aal el s Dald (S8 0 S Tus 4daaY 53 LY
oS ooy ke ey padd ) Lelie du (pa el Aslas
ol e S oo Gl el i a ol (i el Y s 5 il
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