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Abstract:

This article aims to spotlight some of the innovations attributed to the reign of
Ptolemy Il Philadelphos, the most famous and active Ptolemaic king. After his
father Ptolemy | Soter, had founded the kingdom and set internal and external
policies, cultural and economic renaissance marked his reign. In fact, many studies
have examined some innovations attributed to this reign, but this article will
discuss two kinds of these innovations, his historical sources and his efforts in the
Eastern Desert. There were various historical sources: royal steles, official and
private documents and the classical authors who depicted a complete image of
many of the aspects of this period. Among the king’s efforts in exploiting the
resources of the Eastern Desert, two innovations can be distinguished: the
establishing of the first dating milestone ever known till now and the foundation of
the first permanent settlements for quarries and mining workers in this isolated
area.
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