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Persian Gulzar Technique in light of chosen examples from Qajar Period
An Archaeological, Artistic Study

Abstract
After the spread of Islam in Iran and its attitude towards the arts of inscription,
professional Persian calligraphers and drawers sought improving the art of
calligraphy. Some of these professionals succeeded in combining between the well
known types of calligraphy and the various decorative items so as to create new
styles of inscription. Iran surpassed other Islamic regions by these styles which are
considered to be an inscription phenomenon.
"Gulzar calligraphy" ,as known in the Persian language, is a distinctive example of
these styles of inscription. It is distinguished by using floral motifs, birds, animals
as well as human figures in the characters' decoration. It is worth mentioning that

the study aims at identifying this technique and its properties in addition to its most
famous calligraphers and examples in a descriptive and analytical approach.
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Institute, International Islamic University, Islamabad, Vol. 23, No. 4, Winter 1984, 377.
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Calligraphers And Painters, A Treatise By Qadi Ahmad, Son Of Mir-Munshi (Circa A.H. 1015/A.D. 1606),
Translated From The Persian By V. Minorsky, Smithsonian Institution, Freer Gallery Of Art, Occasional Papers,
Volume Three, Number Two, Washington, 1959, 132, 133.; Sheila S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 473.
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Sonja A.J. Neef, Kalligramme, Zur Medialitat einer Schrift, Anhand von Paul van Ostaijens "De feesten van angst
en pijn", ASCA Press,( Amsterdam, 2000), S. 8-349.
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Sheila S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 450.; Dalia-Ruth Halperin, Micrography - a Jewish art, British Library Hebrew
manuscripts project in:https://www.bl.uk/hebrew-manuscripts/articles/micrography-a-jewish-
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% Nasser D. Khalili Islamic Art and Culture: Timeline and History, (The American University in Cairo Press, 2005),
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Nasser D. Khalili Islamic Art and Culture: Timeline and History, (The American University in Cairo Press, 2008),
48.; Sheila S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 474.
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Sheila S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 495, fig.11.8.;
http://www.discoverislamicart.org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;tr;Mus01;34;en (accessed 11 Mar. 2018)
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Hilmi Aydin, The Sacred Trusts: Pavilion of the Sacred Relics, Topkapi Palace Museum,(Istanbul, Tughra Books,
2011), p.262.
% Sheila S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 453, Fig. 10.17.

lle Gusinall eDiiul 3y 318 (e salas ¢y Gumea GUalul)l WL 8 dee sson billady (iliig cunde 0
Ae gana 4l Cuuiyy o) T/—a) ¢ 0 Cuuaine A Lella ) el s il L sae paniie (e laal s muad (6 s
Cuali LS Lz jaesh A gana (8 Wagiae (IS gl 8 S (oala Lelall " aY) diad e Laghia (& b
ke lemn o comly AlaY) i) 8 dlasiae "JaY) diad ge Al Aaws (G glal Ao gena 4d)
G (B S ¢l et il shaiall” Jaghadia (anin A 93 30 8 g saall 4l Gy Lt dal) D sens dall o S
Salull Y Ll €6 x| Jgae Jid clad AdaY) 4SS 3 Ligise oo e Llladll Gl a)oTV/_adf i
el Biali ged €5 Jige dpale ot Al ball B aly 2081/ 2908 &y iy cnde 3gana cliad) Lede g ¢ jaiu
(pVOEE-YEVT/a%0) =AM ) s 5n o ad'] Labra oo (S5 ¢(p) O =) €07/ a8 Y T-AE) ) gagia e
ASa s on A 3 gene el A4S slgaai 5 ke Lale s o alad ") Aad (e Bas Al (S e gl Cpa
Ol Cmen dena (S taal e DU 0 b Heed B Al ) e Lay Sig Lapaati U ) o) AS L)
Sely sl €T V0 (29T Gl dypadl oSy Aaphe DY) a8 A )
VYV conl) sl s il Ty Jisal csoson e asS leaaae €V B ) sadl

3

AR


http://www.discoverislamicart.org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;tr;Mus01;34;en%20(accessed%2011%20Mar.%202018)
http://www.discoverislamicart.org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;tr;Mus01;34;en%20(accessed%2011%20Mar.%202018)

(0¥ aluilo) gl nacl dglll ulpllg ssgnyl o

R cM\ daal CM Ve dadll clathias Aaza c‘;m.'\@_.d\ e ¢YYYY-YVYA Cagm ala c(e\‘\‘\\/ui}

Y ‘(?V'\T sz\,g‘)dls.u:}”) ¢ aall g delulal)

¢Armenag Sakisian, Mahmiid Mudhahib-Miniaturiste, enlumineur et calligraphe person, Ars Islamica, Freer Gallery
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