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! Inanna’s descent to the netherworld is earlier Sumerian version. Ishtar’s descent to the netherworldis later
version of Akkadian, which is shorter and modified the earlier version. Inanna’s (Ishtar’s) seven stages to the
underworld represent the process of death. These two myths have some connection with the agriculturalcycle
of seasons as the myth “Baal cycle” does . This concept, the agricultural cycle of seasons, is more obvious in
the Akkadian version (John Kampen, “Descent to the underworld”, ABD Journal, Vol 2, New York, 2015,
145)
%-Inanna’s descent to the netherworld is earlier Sumerian version. Ishtar’s descent to the netherworldis later version
of Akkadian, which is shorter and modified the earlier version. Inanna’s (Ishtar’s) seven stages to the underworld
represent the process of death. These two myths have some connection with the agriculturalcycle of seasons as the
myth “Baal cycle” does . This concept, the agricultural cycle of seasons, is more obvious in the Akkadian version
(John Kampen, “Descent to the underworld”, ABD Journal, Vol 2, New York, 2015, 145)
* _ From two myths, the Erra myth and the descent of Ishtar, the concept, the dead will become a kind of
monster when they would return to the earth. The dead will lose their memories and will devour the living
human. (The descent of Ishtar. V9-12); The myth Erra. | 175-178
*_ Katz, Dina, The Image of the Netherworld in the Sumerian Sources. Bethseda , Tel Aviv University,1993 ,
238; Innana (Ishtar) can be released because her lover Dumuzi (Tammuz) takes her place in the underworld
(Philip Johnston, Shades of Sheol : Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament, DownersGrove: InterVarsity
Press, 2002, 232
> _ John Kampen, “Descent to the underworld” ABD 2, 145
®_ John Kampen, “Descent to the underworld” ABD 2, 146.
" - Hooke, S.H., Babylonian and Assyrian Religion, London, 1953, 206
8 _ Katz, Image , 63.
% _ Although the underworld was for the dead, the master(s) of the underworld were the gods Ereskigal and
Nergal
w_j F Healey, “Death, Underworld and Afterlife in the Ugaritic Texts” , Theses, University of London,
1977, 70
11 _ Katz, Image, |
'2_ Drioton, Etienne, Religions of the Ancient East, New York, 1959, 114.
AT Ga O AAT ¢ alaks ¥ da sl bl I 0B B jlcan 8 O sall dan L ailie ¢ Jib g T
14 _ Drioton, Etienne, Religions, 114
15 _ Jastrow, M., Aspets of religious Belief and Practice in Babylonia and Assyria,New York, 1911, 408.
18 _Kunt Tallqvist, Sumerisch- Akkadische Namen der Totenwelt, Studia Orientalla, \Vol.4, Leipzig, 1934,
p.3.
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10 0o el 23 Juats
Black, J. and Green, A., Black, J. and Green, A., Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia,
British Museum press, 1992, p. 114
Yt Gaase gsie sl
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A
(*YyBlack, J. and Green, A., Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia, p. 27.; o
YA Ga Y e Y ca kY cﬁﬁ\é\)ﬂ\ﬁjh'aasw‘m\_ﬁh
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2% _ John H. Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament, Introducing theConceptual World
of the Hebrew Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2006), 318 ; Katz, Image, 54
24 _ Walton, John H., Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the Conceptual
World of the Hebrew Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2006, 318
% _ Katz, Image, 54
%_ Doermann,Raph W., Sheol in the old Testament , Duke University, 1961, 118
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3L Katz, Image ,54
% _ Katz, Image , 238
% _ Heide, A., The Gilgamesh Epic and old Testament Paralles, Chicago, 1967, 170; Ebeling, E., in
Keilschrifttexte aus Assur Religiosen Inhalts. N0.307, 34:73
% _ Hooke, S.H., Babylonian and Assyrian Religion, 219
%5_ Jacobsen, T., Taward the Image of Tamunuz and other Essays on Mesopotamian History and Culture, Ed.
William Moran, Chambridge, 1970, 363; Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian tablets in the British Museum,
London, 1890, 187 -192
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*2 _ Dally.S, Mythes from Mesopotamia, Oxford, 1989, 148.
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* _ Dhorome, E. and Dussaud, R., Les Religions. Orietales, editor: Mona, Paris, 1949, 187.
> _ Kramer, S. N., The Sumerians, Chicago, 1963, 57.
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Kramer, S.N., the Sumerians, 122-123 .
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%0 _ Kunt Tallgvist, Sumerisch- Akkadische Namen der Totenwelt, 22f
YAE (Yaov 5 jalall ‘ﬁb&%)ﬁcf)uc\}ﬂwscyd:\)mﬂ_)s_“
RAAA QLI}AS‘.\R—ILA.\.I\S.D sO).'\A_N
58 _ Kramer, S. N., The Sumerians, 151
> _ Heinrich Zimmern, Zum Babylonischen Neujahrsfesh, 11, Leipzig, 1918, 3f
> _ Katz, Image , 238; Doermann, Sheol, 118
% _ Katz, Image , 238
57 _ Routledge, “ Death, ” 30-32.
%8 _ Routledge, “ Death, ” 30-32.
9 Katz, The Image of the Netherworld , 235; Jo A. Scurlock, “Death and the Afterlife in Ancient
Mesopotamian Thought.” CANE 3, 1888
80 _ Paolo Xella, “Death and the Afterlife in Canaanite and Hebrew Thought.” CANE 3, 2064.
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8- Heimpel. W. ,"The Sun at Night and the Doors of Heaven in Babylonian Texts," JCS 38, 1986, 133
® _ Rachel S. Hallote, Death, Burial, and Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and Their
Neighbors Treated the Dead (Chicago: lvan R. Dee, 2001), 107, 109
% _ Heide, A., The Gilgamesh Epic and old Testament Paralles, p.157; Ebeling, E., Tod und Leben Nach den
Vorstellungen der Babylonier, Berlin, 1931, pp.140- 141
%_ Ebeling, E., Tod und Leben Nach den Vorstellungen der Babylonier, p.171
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(™) Crawford, H., H.,Sumer and the Sumerians, Cambridge University Press, 1992 , p. 119.; Gray , J., Near
Eastern Mythology, London, 1982, p.8.
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(") Black, J. and Green, A., Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia, p. 77.
("®) Westenholz,J.G.,"Goddesses of the Ancient Near East 3000 —1000 BC.", Ancient Goddesses, British
Museum Press, 1998, p. 72.
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