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(1) Aristotle, The politics, transtated by Benjamin JoweH, {Oxiord, Clarendon Press, Vol. 1,
1885), p. 79. . '

(2) “Such being our foundation and such the nature of democracy, its characteristics are as fol-
lows:- the election of officers by all out of all; and that all should rule over each, and each in his turn
over all; that the appointment to all offices, or to all but those which require experience and skill,
should be made by lot; that no property qualification should be required for offices. or only a very
low one; that no one should hold the same office twice, or not often, except in'the case of military
offices; that the tenure of all offices, or of as many as possible, should be brief”,

Ibid, p,180
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(3) Mark P Petracta, A New Defanse of State-Imposed Congressional Term Limits, (Political
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(1) “Resolution for Rotation of Members of Continental Congress .o
To prevent every danger which might arise to American freedom by continuing 100 long in office
the members of the Continental Congress, 1o preserve to that body the confidence of their friends,
and to disarm the malignant imputation of their enemies".
The Works of Thamas Jefferson, coflected and edited by Paul Leicester Ford, (New York and
London: G.P. Putnarmss Sons, 1904-1805}, Vol. 2 of 12, p.220.
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{2) I feel it a duty to do fio act which shall essentially impair that principle, and | should un-
willingly -be the person who d_isregarding,the sound precedent set by an ilustrious, predecessor
{George Washington }, should furnish the first example of pratongation beyond the second term
of office.” ' '

Quoted in: Edward S. Corwin, The President; Office and Powers,' 1787-1384, (New York: New
York University Press, 5th rev. ed., 1984), p. 378. ’

(3) "Washington stepped down voluntarily fram the presidency after two terms, but as he ex-
plained in his Farewel! Address, he had done so not as a matter of principle, but because he
longed for the shade of retirement.” '

Michael Nelson, Guide to The Presidency(Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press,
1996). p. 49. '
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(1) “)f some termination to the services of the Chief Magistrate be not fixed by the Constitution,
or supplied by practice, his office, nominally four years, will in fact become for lite, and’ history
shows how easily that degenerated into an inheritance™ +- - - S -

Ibid., p. 378.

(2} “John Quincy Adams described the two-term tradition as “tacit subsidiary Constitution faw.™

Quoted in: Arthur B. Tourtellat, The Presidents on the Presidency.{Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1964), pp. 34, 35.

*(3)“l differ widely myself from Mr. Jefferson ... as 1o the necessity or expediency of rotation
in that department [the presidency] ... | can see no propriety’in precluding ourselves from the
services of afy man who in some great emergency shall be desmed universally most capable of
serving the public.” )

Ibid., pp 378,379,
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Michaei Nelson, Guide to The Presidency, op. cit., p. 50. = :

(2) “The Whig Party and many Demecrats socn argued for a one-term limit. Andrew Jackson
was the last president until Abraham Lincoln to be elected to two terms, and even Jackson said
he wauld prefer a canstitutional amendment barting more than one presidential term (albeit a six-
year term).” '

Ibid pp. 49, 50.
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(2) “Congress never had been fully satisfied with the original Constitution’s provision for unre-
stricted presidential reeligibility: from 1789 to 1947, 270 resolutions to limit the president’s tenure
had been introduced in the House and Senate, Sixty of them — an average of three per year —since
1928.7 .

- Paul G. Willis and George L. Willis, The Politics of the Twenty-second Amendment, (Western
Political Quarterty-5, September 1852), p. 469,
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(4) “Dwight Eisenhower, the first president to whom the Twenty-second Amendment applied,

would have Iiked 1o run for a third term in 1960, according to John Eisenhower, his sen and deputy
chief of staff."Michael Nelsen, Guide to. The Presidency, op. cit., p. 52.
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Irec

Nul ne peut exercer plus de deux mandats consécutifs.
Les modalités dapplication du présent article sont fixées par ung loi orgamque
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(1) “The President and Vice President shall hald office for a term of five years and may subse-
quently be reelected to the same office for one further term only."

R (2) “article 6: (2) The President of the Republic-shall be elected for a term of office of 7 (seven)
years, He shall be eligible for re-election once.”
Constitution_ of the Republic of Cameroon;Law No, 96-06 of 18 January 1986 to amend the
Constitution of 2 June 1972,

hitpuicopfinder.richmond edufcouniry.php

(3) “Anicle 45 [Election, Term, Re-election]:

The President of the Republic shall be elected by universal d:recl suffrage for a five-year term.
He may be re-elected for one additional term,”

Constitution of the Republic of Madagascar: Adopted on 19 Aug 1952:

(4) “Art.24:Le Président de la République est élu au suffrage universel direct et au scrutin se-
cret, majoritaire & deux(2) tours,
La durée du mandat du Président de la République est de ¢ing (5) ans. Le mandat est renouvel-

able une seule fois."
CONSTITUTION DE LA REPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE: hitp:/Awww fodem org/fodeminfos
CONSTITUTION%20FINAL him

(5) “Article 9: Le Président de 2 Républigue est élu pour cing ans au suffrage universel direct.
Il est rééligible une fois.”

Conslitution de |a République gabonaise: Loi n°3/91 du 26 mars 1981 portant Constitution de la
République gabonaise modifiée par la Loi 01/94 du 18 mars 1894 paortant révision de la Constitu-
tion gabonaise, ,

(6) “Article 37: Le Président du Faso est élu pour ¢ing” ans au suffrage universel direct, égal
et secret. It est rééligible une fois®,”

{Loi N° 003-2000/AN du 11 avril 2000 }

La Consfitution du Burkina Faso: Adoptée par le Référendum du 02 Juin 1991
Révisée par les bois numéros :

- 002/97/ADP du 27 janvier 1957

- 003 -2000/AN du 11 avril 2000

- 001 -2002/AN du 22 janvier 2002
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The duration of the position of Chief of state
hetween Temporary, Specific and rotational

Dr. Ahmed Samir

There has been a variety-of ways to circumvent democracy, while
" the principle of rotation in office remains one of the main principals
of democracy. This is what the Arab Countries failed to achieved fully
and effectively. The rulers will not be desperate to find. means that
enable.them to remain in office for life. Democracy as a way of
Iifé, which demonstrated in specific time and place conditions and
within certain social and cultural conditions so'that it can not be fully
replicated, but it is possibie to benefit from the experiences of others,
because it is a vital need associated with é, strong movement with its
historical and political cuiture. ' '

In any case, the power of the state must derive iits'resources
from the desire to thange for the better. The principle of rotation in
office is-not limited to opening legitimate political action to political
organizations, but rather strengthening these -organizations and
creating -real competiiion between them, to ensure systematic
turnover in office between political powers, as ]egitihate muitiparty
“system will bie valueless with their ability to access to office.

Key words :
- Devolution of power
- Democracy

- Chief of state
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