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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to defend and to justify the relevance of the
fundamentals of the visual language to composition of infographics. It is
considered as basic elements of infographic: points, lines, planes and spots,
and they are the same ones that characterize the composition and visual
communication from prehistory. These same elements make up the
expressiveness of designs and Design products. In the text, reflections are
presented about Form's Theory and Visual Language, based on Lupton and
Phillips, Dondis and Perassi. Besides the presentation of concepts,
historical datas and discussions on infographics, based on Ribeiro, Rossi
and others authors.

The visual semiotic plays an important role in science, and particularly so
in the oral research genre of the conference presentation. Given the
Impressive amount of visual material shown at conferences, participants in
the audience need to be proficient in reading the visual language of their
speciality. This paper explores six aspects, or strata, of the visual
knowledge shared by scientific conference participants in three fields
(geology, medicine, physics). The data consist of over 2,000 visuals
projected during ninety presentations at international conferences. It is
claimed that in the communicative context of the international conference,
the shared visual language of the participants enables them to read the
‘images‘ as a ‘text’.
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The texts that adolescents encounter today are often multimodal, meaning
they incorporate a variety of modes, including visual images, hypertext,
and graphic design elements along with written text. Expanding the
perspectives readers use to make sense of the multimodal texts is an
important aspect of comprehension instruction. Moving beyond the
traditional cognitive strategies often incorporated in instruction frameworks
for comprehending written texts, this article presents three additional
perspectives for comprehending visual images. Examples from each
perspective are included to help middle and high school teachers expand
the strategies students draw from to interpret and understand visual images
and multimodal text

This contribution arises from the interest (on the themes of semiotics and
communication of architecture, even in its deep meanings) derived from
studies and comparisons with Renato De Fusco, Maria Luisa Scalvini, Pio
Luigi Brusasco, Pier Tosoni, Alberto Borghini. A question has been
confirmed: what can be the meanings of architecture, especially in the
visual field? What are its own contents, and what are “other” contents?
Around this subject a research team with scholars of the Politecnico di
Torino (called “Alpha Group’) was constituted; which has now resumed in
a convergent manner to investigate and experiment semiotic in architecture;
paying attention to languages of vision. The approach of the chosen method
Is inspired (in a comparative experiment) to the Nouvelle Rhétorique, the
Groupe p of Liége (with Greimas, Hielmslev, Perelman) internationally
known for the definition of an applied rhetoric model—a classic of the
human sciences—dedicated to interdisciplinary research, which crosses the
aesthetic approach with semiotics, theory of linguistics and visual
communication. The first conclusion tends to reinforce the in-depth
analysis of the method, and the enhancement of interdisciplinary
comparisons, first of all the one with semiotic.
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Conclusion:

This paper has investigated various strata or levels of visual knowledge
which scientific conference participants draw on when following
conference presentations. Technical visual knowledge enables them to
perceive the purpose and limits of the methodology; compositional
knowledge forms a rich store of coding strategies which speed up
comprehension when faced with the high density of visual data shown ;
interpretational knowledge enables expert readers to locate rapidly the
salient, new or anomalous information; chiral, or spatial, knowledge
involves visual perception of logical links and relations, at little extra cost
In processing time ; sequential knowledge, a form of genre knowledge,
means that the discourse can be ‘chunked’ efficiently by the audience and
its progression anticipated; finally, rhetorical knowledge — an advanced
manifestation of interpretational knowledge — involves perception of the
claim that is made visually. The extent of this knowledge and the variety of
aspects which it comprises not only appear to explain how scientific
conference participants ‘manage’, conceptually speaking, the vast amount
of visual material shown during presentations, but also, it is argued here,
signifies that the visual semiotic operates as a true language of
communication in the conference context. This ‘language’ is unvoiced, and
largely invisible to the non-specialist, but for the esoteric audience, the
Images constitute a text.
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