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Abstract:

Despite the many studies and proposals for the development of the city of
Baalbek, the search for solutions to its problems, its defining role and its
differentiating functions is ongoing.

With independence, the city of Baalbek played a central role as the cultural
focus of a large agricultural area and as its administrative center. Thanks to
its heritage it was able to attract tourist activities, which culminated in the
1955 Baalbek international festivals.

The city remained somewhat isolated from the civil war that broke out in
1975 there was even development in its agricultural production during this
period in which it experienced remarkable economic recovery. It gained
additional importance after its designation as the administrative center of
the province of Baalbek-Hermel. However, it is now witnessing a period of
social and demographic transformation as a result of the accumulation of
economic, social and political crises.

Projects proposed for the development of Baalbek were not able to respond
to the growing needs of the city, because they themselves were not
comprehensive nor linked to any development plans at the regional or
national levels. This led to a loss in the social continuity of the area.

The attempts of the state to propose development plans have all failed. It
has been unable to define distinguishing identities for Lebanese cities in
general and this failure included the city of Baalbek, which has lost its
morphology and has had the meanings of its human culture distorted. So
Baalbek complains of different pains today and has isolated itself, silently
suffering the views imposed upon it(260word).
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Under Muslim rule, following their victory over the Byzantine forces at
the Battle of Yarmouk, the area was renamed Al-Qalaa (the fortress). Walls
were strengthened for defense and the temples were fortified. A mosque
was built amid the ancient Roman temples while the Christian additions
were torn down and destroyed.

The Byzantine army sacked the city in 748 CE and, again, in 975 CE but
could not hold it and, eventually, having survived the Mongols and further
military campaigns, it passed into the Ottoman Empire which largely
ignored the city and allowed the ruins to crumble. A series of earthquakes
over the centuries further damaged the site and nothing was done in the
area of preservation or excavation until 1898 CE when the German
Emperor Wilhelm Il visited the area and sent a team of archaeologists to
begin work there. Their efforts, along with later international teams, have
preserved Baalbek for future generations.
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Conclusion:

The literature review reveals a need to develop assessment and measuring
methodologies to reconnect and overcome the gap between cultural
heritage management and sustainable development [5,6,14,18]. Departing
from this assumption, this article aims to provide a state-of-the-art
framework of heritage-related sustainability indicators. Although culture-
related indicators are gaining ground within urban sustainability assessment
tools and methodologies [14], the present paper demonstrates that, in
practice, there is still a limited number of indicators and that heritage is not
yet considered in all its complexity and potential. The proposed state-of-
the-art framework represents step forward in the assessment of heritage
within the overall goals of urban sustainable development. In fact, as
Guzman et al. (2017) claim, “the identification of common indicators
between urban development and heritage management could help
forecasting challenges, setting priorities and providing baseline knowledge
to foster more and better sustainable practices in urban development.”
Further steps in this research field are required, concerning the study and
analysis of other typologies of tools and documents, in order to allow for a
major and detailed consideration of heritage aspects within sustainable
development. The operated selection of indicators is based on a non-
exhaustive list of tools and documents.
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The city is strongly loaded with spatio-cultural and spatio-political
symbols; symbolic places are in crisis and mutation due to geopolitical
changes. Consequently a problematic question arises concerning the actors
who invent or re-invent these spatial symbols as well as around the role that
they play in the urban landscape, the cultural landscape, and the tourist
landscape. Therefore, the spatial symbols derive from the power that
political actors, social activists, and tourist companies invest in the spaces
representing identity and popular connotations. They are an instrument of
power!

Far from being the “museum city” with standardized images and global
references, the spatialization of symbols in urban landscapes allows
political actors to draw new strategies or to preserve “the landscapes of the
ordinary”. Nevertheless, preserving this familiar landscape and conserving
the space identity does not prevent planners from working on contemporary
visions and technological/smart solutions and approaches. Sub-sequently,
in Baalbek the spatiality of symbols is considered as a challenging factor
that resists -either due to planned visions or an absence of financial
investment- the standardized global images of neo-liberalism, while still
referring to the spirit and identity of the place.

The spatial symbol begins from a “sacred” lands- cape and then moves
towards the “social” (which appreciates it) and consequently claims the
“power” to intervene and proceed in planning the urban landscape
accordingly. However, it can also move in the opposite direction: the
“power” imposes this symbol in a coercive or unconscious smooth
marketing way on the “social” to give spaces a “sacred” meaning for
political/appropriation and for economic or even touristic objectives.

Despite the direction, we conclude that the spatial symbol is a mediator that
legitimizes the exercise of power through planning and creating new
urban/landscape models (contemporary or traditional). We also highlight
the value of spaces and promote their identities; their “distinguished
ordinariness”, through labels and “brands”, promotes integrated tourism
while exploring the cultural daily surroundings. It also refers to the spirit of
“ordinary landscapes”.
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Baalbek is a Lebanese city (area: 38 km2, population: 120,000) located at
the foot of Mount Lebanon. It lies 85 km to the east of Beirut at an altitude
of 1170 m and is on the edge of the Bekaa Valley. The temples of Baalbek
(Baal/Jupiter, Bacchus, and Venus), built in the Second Century AD during
Roman rule, are internationally known and are a major tourist destination
in Lebanon and the region. In the eighteenth and nineteenth-century,
Orientalists came to explore Baalbek under Ottoman rule, and in 1898 an
archaeological delegation was sent from Germany to Baalbek to excavate
and document the site.

This study was conducted to explore elements of the urban landscape and
their relation to the collective memory and genius loci by using a tripod
methodology. In the first stage, four-hundred individuals from fifteen main
neighborhoods from different socio-professional categories and age groups
were surveyed. Through closed and semi-directed questions, the
interviewed participants responded to questions concerning symbolic
spaces and the role of the political power in landscape development/
planning. The questionnaire aimed to facilitate a spatio-temporal analysis
for the practices and rituals that take place within symbolic places. In the
second stage, we analyzed the urban development strategies, the role of
political power, and finally the master urban/landscape planning studies
performed (1939, 1955, 1964, 2003, landscape 2008) and one in progress
(2017) by the General Directorate of Urban Planning (Lebanese
government) and Cultural Heritage and Urban Development project
(CHUD).

There is no appropriation without marking and labeling space, and the
spatial label accompanies all forms of appropriation, “from the most
symbolic, to the more material and violent”.[6] Appropriation itself may be
undertaken by individuals or by political actors. A process of colonization
can take advantage of the economy, architecture, and even the
urban/landscape planning to symbolically mark the territory: “in Seoul,
during the Japanese occupation, the palace of the governor was built in
front of the Palace of the east, so to crush symbolically the former
power”.[7]
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Appropriation does not only relate to power, it also becomes emotional,
affective, patriotic, “existential, symbolic and identity
appropriation”,[8] and as such it is transformed into a sense of “belonging”
and follows a reciprocal relationship with a given place: a place that
belongs to us. This marking is sometimes so impressive that it represents a
symbolic violence, or it is simply one of the symbol bearers; “many cities
have many symbol bearers of which one is usually the most
dominant”.[9] Symbol bearers are present in urban symbolism through
different phenomena such as architecture, statues, street names, festival and
urban elements, as well as other cultural expressions like rituals, poems,
music, and literature.

In Baalbek, a strong symbolic image can be seen in the publicly displayed
photos of the martyrs who have lost their lives resisting the Israeli
occupation of Lebanon (1982-2000) and then fighting Daesh militants since
2012. On the one hand, these displays in public spaces, in the main
symbolic space in the city (on the columns of street lights), are symbols of
patriotism/community for some people and also represent an ideological
belonging to places or “existential appropriation” due to a feeling of
belonging. On the other hand, these symbol bearers mark the landscape in a
“coercive” and imposing way as some people view these public displays as
elements that negatively affect the urban landscape and overload public
places and urban furniture with symbols of political community.
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