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ABSTRACT

The weekly intensive survey showed that two major aphid
species, are widely prevalent in the alfalfa agroecosystem including
the black alfalfa aphid Macrosiphum sp. and the spotted 2'falfa aphid
Therioaphis trifolii (Monell). A rich fauna of true spiders (Araneae)
was also recorded as foliage-dwelling spiders that belong to 6 major
families. Three major predominant spider families arranged by their
percentage presence included Philodromidae (24.09%). Thomisidae
(21.09%), Salticidae (16.58%). However, other less predominant
families  included Zodariidae (4.68%) Gnaphosidae (4.22%),
Therididae  (3.80%), Lycosidae (3.01%). Araneidae (2.51%),
Cithaeronidae (0.40%), Agelenidae (0.88%), Pholcidae (0.38%) and
Clubionidae (0.33%). A linear correlation existed between the total
numbers of spider complex and the total number of the spotted alfalfa
aphid showed an appreciable synchrony with the population of the
highly prevalent host (prey) throughout the year.

Key words: alfalfa agroecosystem, aphid species, foliage-dwelling
spiders.

-331-



-332-
1. INTRODUCTION

Alfalfa forage crop Medicago sativa L., locally called Al-
Barseem Al-Hijazi, is considered an indispensible component and a
principal common denominator of most Saudi agroecosystem since it
has been grown in scattered valleys and oases since hundreds of years
ago. Currently the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been embarking on
sophisticated technology of attaining ambitious goals of maintaining
its own food security. Many farms are currently mushrooming in
deserts, including extensive agricultural farms, huge livestock and
sophisticated poultry farms were established in addition to widening
and creating new high technological oases in such hostile semi-arid
and desert domains. In all these enclaves and oases, alfalfa crop is
being a unifving factor of these fragile agroecosystems with the
objective of sustaining prodigious amounts of food and feed neaded
for all types of these tended crops and animals.

Alfalfa crop with its continued greenery is depicted as a
retreat and a refuge for a multitude number of pests and their natural
enemies (Faragalla er al., 1985, Faragalla and Al-Ghamdi, 1999).
Moreover, the currently intensive crop studies have generated valuable
information relating its phenology with pests and their natural enemies
as reported earlier by many workers. (Whitcomb er al., 1963,
Turnbull, 1973, Hatley and Macmahon, 1980, Dean et al., 1982,
Doane and Dondale, 1979, Leigh and Hunter, 1969, Lesar and
Unzicker 1978, Riechert and Lockiey 1984). Furthermore, indigenous
and naturally occurring predators and parasitoids playing vital role in
suppressing, major insects within the premises of the alfalfa
agroecosystem, have been documented (Taher and Faragalla, 1990,
Riechert and Bishop, 1990, Nyfteler er al. 1987, 1992, N-shnosh and
Salama, 1993: Riechert and Lawrence, 1997).

The potential role of true spiders as possible regulatory agents
of alfalfa insect pests and as an effective imperative in their
suppression has been addressed by many workers (Wheeler, 1973,
Yeargan and Dondale, 1974, Culin and Rust, 1980: Plagens, 1983,
1986, Faragalla er al., 1985, Fred et al., 1987). Many workers have
been involved in studies with the goals of evaluating their practical
application concerning their use and utilization in sustaining effective
environment for maximum use of these natural enemies and
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subsequently in the reduction of injurious pest populations (Howell
and Pienkowsli, 1971, Watson ef @/, 1975, Culin and Rust, 1980;
Ekbom, 1994),

The objectives of this study were to determine major true
spider families (Araneae) which constantly dwell in the foliage of
alfalfa agroecosystem and evaluate their predatory suppressive role on
major aphid population densities.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

To achieve the goals of the present study, an intensive field
data collection was conducted during the years 1999/2000 within the
premises of the Research Farm that belong to the College of
Meterology, Environment and Arid Land Agriculture of King
Abdulaziz University which is located at Hada Al-Sham 130 km north
east the city of Jeddah. The field tests were conducted there because
this valley represents the type of agriculture the "valley system" that
prevails in western Saudi Arabia and to the scarce field investigations
on major aphid populations and the predominant foliage-dwelling true
spiders in the alfalfa agroecosystem.

The alfalfa crop was grown as a forage crop separately in a
solid field in an area of about eight donums (one donum= 1000m’) and
the central pivot system of irrigation was used as a sole system for
sprinkling and delivering water to the crop. The crop schedule for
irrigation was twice weekly and no insecticides were applied to
control the pest species within the crop. Data collection were carried
out weekly from an area of a sampling universe approximately 7.5
donums or 0.75 ha well within the crop area by using sweeping nets.
Each net is made up of fine muslin having 38 cm diameter with a
100cm long handle and contains tiny holes and openings with 0.02
mm diameter. The same sweep net was used for both major aphid
species and the true spiders. Data collection was perfoffiled weekly
by taking 100 double sweeps (4x25) by walking diagonally across the
alfalfa field. The recovered collection was secured in 100 ml glass jars
each containing about 150 ml of 70% ethyl alcohol as a killing and a
preserving agent. Then glass jars were taken to the lab for further
investigations and categorization to their respective orders and
families. The population density of dominant aphid species and their
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major true spider predators were compiled to give their annual
fluctuation dynamics.

The above method of sampling using the same sweepng nets
was conducted once every two weeks throughout the year to determine
the population density of dominant aphid species and their true spider
predators.

Statistical Methods

A simple linear correlation and standard deviation (+SD) were
used to show the variation in population density of major aphid
species, the weekly variation and standard deviation, and linear
correlation of both total number of aphids and their true spider
predators.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The intensive weekly survey has yielded an appreciable
amount of data which showed that the major aphid species prevalent
throughout the year as foliage-dwellers in alfalfa agroeco. ystem were
Macrosiphium  sp. and Therioaphis trifolii (Monell) (Table 1)
Moreover, the population density of both species represented as
average number + standard deviation per week is shown in (Table 2).

Data recovered from field surveys showed that a rich fauna of
foliage-dwelling true spiders is prevalent throughout the year and the
spider complex was made of twelve spider families including
Zodariidae, Salticidae, Thomisidae, Philodromidae, Araneidae.
Lycosidae, Theridiidae, Gnaphosidae, Clubionidae, Pholcidae,
Cithoeronidae and Agelenidae. Moreover the dominant families were
Philodromidae, (42.09%), Thomisidae (21.09%) and Salticidae
(16.58%) of the total spider family complex (Table 3,4) and the weekly
population density of the three dominant families represented as average
number + standard deviation per week in the alfalfa agroecosystem is
shown (Table 4, Fig.1). However the rest of the spider complex was
represented by low percentages (Table 5) and low total population
density throughout the year (Fig.2). It is evidently clear that members
of the family Philodromidae was the most predominant among all
other families since their activity was observed all the year round
exhibiting five activity peaks, the highest occurred during May while
the others were present during March, October, December and
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Cithaeronidae
0.46%

Agelenidae 1
0.88%
| Clubionidae
0.33%

Pholcidae
0.38%

Araneidae |
2.5%

Philodromidae
42.09%

Fig. (1): Percentage variation of the foliage-dwelling true spiders complex

and their major aphid preys in alfalfa agroecosystem, Hada Al-
Sham valley, western Saudi Ara bia, 1999-2000.



-340-

1200
1000 -
B o
>
S—
wn
@ 60-
ke
a
v Q
T i g
g | &
w{ S
O
Spider Families
Figie  (2): Population of foliage-dwellers true spider families in

alfalfa  agroecosystem, Hada Al-Sham valley,
western Saudi Arabia, 1999-2000.
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February. The Thomisid family showed three activity peaks during
March, May and December, whereas members of family Salticidae has
only two peaks during May and December (Fig. 3). Moreover and
based on recorded data and the frequent recovery of spiders from the
intensive weekly field surveys, it is clear that the dominant families in
the order of their frequent presence reported as (most frequent, more
frequent and frequent) based on their num bers showed the following
order Philodromidae, Thomisidae and Salticidae (Table 6). The linear
correlation between the total numbers of the spider complex and the
total number of the spotted alfalfa aphid,
I trifolii showed that the spider complex as a group has an
appreciable synchrony with the population of its prey throughout the
year where they have high population peaks with those of their prey,
I. trifolii (Table 7).

More future in-depth and extensive studies will be needed to
generate  deep insights about this natural enemy complex, its
speciation and nomenclature, to determine its specific role and give
more information about suggested candidates to be used in the future
[PM programs in the alfalfa agroecosystem.
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Sham valley, western Saudi Arabia, 1999-2000.
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Table (6): Variation in numbers of foliage-dwellers true spiders in alfalfa

agroecosystem, Hada Al-Sham vailey, western Saudi Arabia,

1999-2000.

Range

Family

Status

0-200

Clubionidae

Pholcidae
Cithaeronidae
Agelenidae
Araneidae
Lycosidae
Therididae

Gnaphosidae

Zodariidae

Less Freqaence

201-400

Salticidae

Frequence

401-600

Thomisidae

More Frequence

601-....

Philodromidae

Most Frequence

Table (7): Linear regression of the monthly numbers of the foliagedwellers true spiders

complex in relation to total numbers of spotted alfalfa aphid 7. trifolii in

alfalfa agroecosystem, Hada Al-Sham valley, western Saudi Arabia, 1999-

2000.
Dependent | Parameter | Estimate | Standard Error | t-vallue | P. Value
Variable
Spiders Bo 75.815 59.936 10265 0.238
Complex B, 0.139 0.0635 2.182 0.057
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