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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted at the Experimental Nursery of the
Ornamental Horticulture Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo
University, during the two successive seasons of 1999/2000 and
2000/2001, with the aim of investigating the tolerance of three
turfgrasses [Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon L.), Ugandagrass (C.
transvaalensis Davy) and Tifway "Tifton 419" (C. dactylon X C.
transvaalensis)] grown in different types of soil [clay, sand and
clay+sand (1:1, v/v)], to saline irrigation water. The three turfgrasses
were irrigated using water containing NaCl and CaCl, (1:1, w/w) at
concentrations of 1500, 3000, 4500 and 6000 ppm. Control plants
were irrigated with tap water.

Among the three turfgrasses, Ugandagrass had the best
vegetative growth and the highest fresh and dry weights of
underground parts, whereas Tifway gave the lowest values for most of
the measured growth characteristics. Ugandagrass also had the highest
contents of chlorophyll, carotenoids, Na, Ca and proline. On the other
hand, Tifway had the highest total carbohydrates content, while
Bermudagrass had the highest Cl content.

Raising the salt concentration resulted in steady reductions in all
of the growth characteristics, as well as the contents of chlorophyll,
carotenoids and total carbohydrates. No significant reduction in lawn
coverage of the three turfgrasses used was detected at the lowest salt
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concentration (1500 ppm), whereas higher salt concentrations (3000-
6000 ppm) reduced it significantly, compared to the control. Only the
highest salt concentration (6000 ppm) reduced the dry weight of
clippings significantly, compared to the control. Raising the salt
concentration increased the contents of Na, Ca, Cl and proline. The
three turfgrasses were generally more sensitive to salinity when grown
in sand compared to those grown in clay or clay+sand.

Also, plants of the three turfgrasses grown in sand gave lower
values for lawn coverage, plant height before mowing, as well as the
fresh and dry weights of clippings, compared to those grown in media
containing clay. Plants grown in clay had higher contents of Na, Ca
and Cl than those grown in sand or clay+sand, whereas the proline
content was increased by raising the percentage of sand and/or
lowering the percentage of clay in the growing medium.

From the above results, it can be concluded that growing
Bermudagrass, Ugandagrass and Tifway in sand only should be
avoided, especially in areas irrigated with saline water of
concentrations higher than 1500 ppm. If these recommendations are
followed, Ugandagrass can be used with no significant reduction in
growth.

Key words: cynodon, salinity, soil type, tifway, turfgrass.
1. INTRODUCTION

Turfgrasses are among the most important plant groups that are
used extensively in the landscape of new cities, coastal resorts and
touristic villages. Most of these communities are built in desert areas
where irrigation depends primarily on relatively saline water from
wells or desalination units. Under such conditions, it becomes very
important to select turfgrass species and varieties that are capable of
tolerating high salinity levels, and to determine the maximum salt
concentrations that can be used for irrigation without a significant
effect on plant growth, quality and appearance.

Several studies have been conducted to investigate the tolerance
of different turfgrass species to saline irrigation water. In general,
turfgrasses were found to be capable of survival under a relatively
wide range of salt concentrations, although growth is usually reduced
as salinity increases. In a study on 5 turfgrass species (Cynodon
dactylon, Zoysia japonica, Festuca arundinacea, Poa pratensis and
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Lolium perenne), Lin et al. (1996) concluded that the turfgrasses were
relatively tolerant to high CI” concentrations. In another study on 4
cultivars of Stenotaphrum secundatum, it was found that a salt
concentration equal to that of seawater did not cause the plants to die,
but severely reduced top growth (Dudeck ef al., 1993). Intermediate
salinity even caused growth stimulation in Sporobolus virginicus and
St. Augustine grass (Maraim, 1990).

Another factor to be considered in the landscape of desert areas
is the type of soil. In many cases, chemical and physical analysis of the
soil may reveal that it is unsuitable for plant growth. In such cases, the
topsoil can be replaced with a layer of clay, sand or any other kind of
soil that is available at a reasonable cost. Several studies have been
conducted to determine the effect of different soil types on growth of
turfgrasses [Skirde (1988), Devitt (1989), Shibata er al. (1989),
Cullimore ef al. (1990), El-Tantawy e al. (1993, a). Mitchell ef al.
(1994), Roberts et al. (1995), Ngoya et al. (1997), Baker ef dl. (1997
and 1998) and McCoy (1998)]. In Egypt, clay and sand are the two
most common types of soil used for replacement of the topsoil in
landscaped arcas. Both types of soil have their advantages and
disadvantages (regarding their water holding capacity, availability,
cost, contamination with weed seeds and pathogens, ... etc.), and it is
usually up to the landscaper to decide which type to use. Therefore, it
would be very useful to have more information about the performance
of different turfgrasses when grown on these two types of soil (or on a
mixture of the two types).

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study was conducted in the Experimental Nursery of the
Ornamental Horticulture Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo
University, during the two successive seasons of 1999/2000 and
2000/2001, with the aim of investigating the tolerance of
Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon L.), Ugandagrass (C. transvaalensis
Davy) and Tifway "Tifton 419" (C. dactylon X C. transvaalensis) to
irrigation with saline water, when grown in different types of soil.

One hundred and thirty five square beds (1 m X 1 m) were
prepared by digging to a depth of 40 cm, then lined with perforated
polyethylene sheets. One third of the total number of beds was filled
with each of three different types of soil, viz. clay, sand, or a mixture
of clay and sand (1:1 by volume). A non-selective weed killer (Round-



-238-

up) was used at a rate equivalent to 1 I/fed. to eliminate all weed
vegetation. The physical and chemical characteristics of the three types
of soil are shown in Table (1).

A separate experiment was conducted for each type of soil. In
each experiment, the three turfgrasses were used. On 1* March (in
both seasons), seeds of Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon L.) were
sown at the rate of 30 g/m’, while the plugs of Ugandagrass (C.
transvaalensis Davy) and Tifway (Cynodon dactylon X C.
transvaalensis) were planted at a spacing of 15 cm (one square meter
of sod gave enough plugs to plant about 8 m’). Grasses were irrigated
daily at the rate of 7 I/m’/watering, during the active growing season
(from March 1 to October 15), and every other day thereafter till
January15. Tap water was used for irrigation from 1" March till 15"
April (during the establishment of the turfgrass), then irrigation was
carried out using saline water at concentrations of 1500, 3000, 4500 or
6000 ppm until the termination of the each season. The saline
irrigation water was prepared using NaCl and CaCl, (1:1 by weight).
In addition, control plants continued to be irrigated with tap water. All
turfgrasses received chemical NPK fertilization in the form of
ammonium nitrate (33.5% N), calcium superphosphate (15.5% P>Os)
and potassium sulphate (48.5% K,0), mixed at the ratio of 2:1:1 (N :
P,0s : K;0), and applied monthly at the rate of 36.21 g/m’, as
recommended by Emarah (1998).

The layout of the experiment was a split-plot arrangement with
the main plots in a randomized complete block design, with three
blocks (replicates). The three turfgrasses were assigned to the main
plots, while the five salt concentrations (including the control) were
assigned to the sub-plots.

The three turfgrasses were mowed weekly to a height of 3 cm
starting on 15" April. The following data were recorded throughout the
growing season: the average plant height before mowing, and the
average fresh and dry weights of the clippings (g/m’/week).

At the termination of each season (on 15% January), the
following data were also recorded:

- The coverage percentage (as described by Mahdi, 1953), lawn
density (number of shoots/100 cm’), and the fresh and dry weights
of underground parts (g/m").

- The contents of total chlorophyll and total carotenoids (mg/g fresh
matter) in clipping samples, using the method described by Saric ef
al. (1967).
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- The contents of total carbohydrates in dried clipping samples, using
the method described by Herbert ef al. (197 1).

- The contents of Na and Ca in dried clipping samples were
determined by using  an Atomic  Absorption/Flame
Spectrophotometer.

- The content of Cl in dried clipping samples was determined using the
method described by Higinbothan ef al. (1 967).

- Proline content in fresh clipping samples, according to Bates ef al.
(1973).

The analysis of variance between the data was conducted, and
the means were compared using the "Least Significant Difference”
(L.S.D.) test at the 5% level, as described by Steel and Torrie (1980).
Arc-sin transformation was conducted on the coverage percentage
data, and the tran sformed data were statistically analysed.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Effect of saline irrigation water on turf vegetative growth
3.1.1. Lawn coverage (%)

The results recorded in the two scasons (Table 2) show that
significant differences were detected between the three turfgrasses
with respect to their coverage percentage. In most cases, Ugandagrass
gave a higher coverage percentage than Bermudagrass and Tifway (in
the three types of soil), whereas Tifway gave the lowest coverage
percentage. The only exceptions to this general trend were recorded in
the second season, with Bermudagrass grown in clay giving an
insignificant higher coverage percentage than Ugandagrass, while
Tifway gave an insignificant Jower coverage percentage than
Ugandagrass. The data presented in Table (2) also show that when the
plants were grown in clay, Bermudagrass gave a significantly higher
coverage percentage than Tifway (in both seasons). Also, when these
two turfgrasses were grown in sand or sand+clay in the first season,
Bermudagrass gave a significantly higher coverage percentage than
Tifway. However, no significant difference was detected between
these two turfgrasses in the second season, when they were grown in
sand or sand+clay.

The effect of saline irrigation water on lawn coverage was also
considerable. In general, raising the salt concentration resulted in a steady
reduction in the coverage percentage. In most cases, this reduction was
insignificant at the lowest salt concentration (1500 ppm), whereas higher
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salt concentrations (3000-6000 ppm) reduced lawn coverage
significantly, compared to the control. Similar reductions in coverage
percentage as a result of raising salt concentration have been reported
by El-Tantawy ef al. (1993, a and b).

Regarding the effect of the type of soil, it was noticed that the
coverage percentage was generally lower in the sandy soil than in
media containing clay (clay or clay+sand). Even with irrigation using
tap water (control), plants grown in sand had a lower mean coverage
percentage (95.8% and 94.3% in the first and second seasons,
respectively) than plants grown in clay or clay+sand, which had a
coverage percentage of 100%.

As a result of the interaction between the turfgrasses and the
salt concentrations, the highest coverage percentage (100%) was
recorded in the clay and clay+sand soils when the three turfgrasses
were irrigated with tap water (control), whereas the highest coverage
percentages recorded in the sandy soil (98.0% and 95.3%, in the first
and second seasons, respectively) were obtained from Ugandagrass
irrigated with tap water. On the other hand, the lowest coverage
percentage in the three types of soil was obtained from Tifway plants
receiving the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm).

3.1.2. Lawn deasity (number of shoots/100 cm’)

Lawn density, in terms of the number of shoots/100 em” (Table
3), was considerably affected by the type of turfgrass and salinity level
of the irrigation water. In both seasons, Ugandagrass gave the greatest
number of shoots/100 cm? followed by Tifway, whereas
Bermudagrass gave the lowest values, in the three types of soil. In
most cases, the differences between the three turfgrasses were
significant, especially in the second season. In the first season, no
significant difference was recorded between the densities of
Ugandagrass and Tifway plants that were grown on a sandy soil.

Regarding the effect of saline irrigation water, the number of
shoots/100 em® (Table 3) decreased steadily with raising the salt
concentration (in the three types of soil). In the clay and sand+clay
soils, this decrease was insignificant at the lowest salt concentration
(1500 ppm), whereas higher salt concentrations (3000-6000 ppm)
reduced the number of shoots/100 cm” significantly, compared to the
control (in both seasons). On the other hand, the adverse effect of
salinity on lawn density was more evident in the sandy soil, with all
salinity treatments resulting in significant reductions in the number of
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shoots/100 em?. even at the lowest salt concentration (1 500 ppm). The
reduction 1 number of shoots/100 cm’ (ie branching) may be
attributed to a reduction in the activity level of cytokinins as 2 result of
the salinity treatments (Ghazi. 197 6).

Regurding the interaction between the three turfgrasses and the
salinity treatments, the data presented in Table (3) show that in most
cases, the best combination of these two factors was Ugandagrass
irrigated using tap water (control), whereas the lowest values were
obtained from Bermudagrass irrigated with saline water at the highest
concentration (6000 ppm). The data in Table (3) also show that there
was a slight difference between the three turfgrasses il their response
to the salinity treatments. with Ugandagrass showing no significant
response 10 the lowest salt concentration (1500 ppm), whereas
Bermudagrass and Tifway often showed a significant reduction in the
plant density as @ result of applying the Jowest salt concentration,
regardless of the type of soil. This may lead us 10 recommend the use
of Ugandagrass for planting lawns in areas where the water contains 2
salt concentration of up to 1500 ppm-

3.1.3. Average plant height before mowing
Considerable differences were obtained between the average
plant heights (before mowing) of the three turfgrasses (Table 3)- In
both seasons, Ugandagrass showed more regrowth between mowings
(ie. it had a significantly higher value of plant height), compared 10
Bermudagrass 0F Tifway. On the other hand, Tifway was the shortest
turfgrass, regardless of the type of soil. In most cases, the differences
between the values recorded for the three turfgrasses were significant,
especially in the first season. In the second seasom, no significant
difference was obtained between the heights of Bermudagrass and
Tifway plants that were grown in clay. Also, no significant difference
was obtained between the heights of Bermudagrass and Ugandagrass
plants that were grown in clay+sand.

Regarding the effect of the salinity treatments, the data in Table
(3) show that raising the salt concentration resulted n 2 steady
decrease in the height of plants before mowing, regardless of the kind
of turfgrass or the type of soil. The decrease in plant height under
saline conditions was probably due to the insufficient uptake of water
and nutrients, as well as sodic toxicity [Yasseen & al. (1987) and St.
Arnaud and Vincent (1990)1. Another possible explanation for the
reduction in plant height as a result of salinity may be the decrease in
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the activity levels of auxins and gibberellins within the plant, and/or
the increase in the activity of growth inhibitors (Ghazi, 1976). This
may lead to a reduction in meristematic activity, resulting in a decrease
in the rate of cell elongation at the shoot tips.

In the sandy soil, the reduction in mean plant height of the three
turfgrasses was significant even at the lowest salt concentration (1500
ppm), compared to the control. Moreover, turfgrasses grown in sand
were generally more susceptible to salt injury at the high salt
concentrations (with reductions of 52.1% and 52.6% being recorded at
the 6000 ppm concentration, in the first and second seasons,
respectively, compared to the control) than those grown in clay or
claytsand. On the other hand, the mean height of plants grown in clay
or claytsand was not significantly reduced by the lowest salt
concentration (1500 ppm), but was significantly reduced by salt
concentrations of 3000-6000 ppm, compared to the control (in both
seasons).

Moreover, the data in Table (3) also show that the values
recorded in the sandy soil were generally lower than those recorded in
clay or clay+sand. This may be attributed to the greater water holding
capacity of clay, as well as its higher cation exchange capacity, which
lead to a higher availability of water and nutrients to the plants. It is,
therefore, recommended that growing turfgrasses in pure sand should
be avoided, especially under conditions of saline irrigation water.

The data recorded in the two seasons (Table 3) also show that
the highest values recorded in the three types of soil (i.e. the highest
ability to re-grow after mowing) were obtained from Ugandagrass
plants that were irrigated with tap water (control), whereas the lowest
values were those obtained from Tifway plants irrigated with saline
water at the highest concentration (6000 ppm).

3.1.4. Fresh and dry weights of clippings

The data presented in Table (4) show that, in most cases,
Ugandagrass plants gave the heaviest fresh and dry weights, followed
by Bermudagrass, whereas Tifway gave the lowest weights, regardless
of the type of soil. The only exception to this general trend was
observed in the clay soil during the second season, with Bermudagrass
giving an insignificantly higher fresh weight than Ugandagrass.

Among the three types of soil, the mixture of clay and sand was
generally the most suitable soil for the growth of turfgrasses (in terms



(s15UEDDASUDA] ") ssesdupued|) =78 (uopdtoop uopou{?)) sseIBEpnuLISE .

(srsuapppasupa] D X uopionp ")) AemILL =€
£l 80'1 887 ¥ es X dg
960 60 9T I nes
160 L8O kL L8 dg T as 1 o
ST | 6sE | 9US | OV [ oF'p | 66 | o0 7o | 61'RT | 1467 Torse | 664E | 1562 usIA ).m.
sy | VCE 0s'sz | sige | 0087 | €€'ST 009 | =2
| L9€ 8y € i ] UL | 66°€C | v8IE | 009C oSy | T =
[ 1S : | Lk o | 1ose | seer | oy | 166€ | ¥O'RT | 000€ i
| Lot s zoer | wig Lorze | 0051
: 9’ oc6r | st | S5GE uyuu;)
60 15T Wes X 08
180 LT nes
SN £0°C dg YsUs 1 |
[ere | eLe | ¥EE [T | 60'2T ST | 99'6Z | wwol | w
w67 | 9009 | =
(f | 6561 00S¥ -
61T
[T oiua)
ez wsxds |
e nes
£6°0 40 L] dg %5-GS'1
G8€ | 0T [y | sot [ e | 0z | SHE_| | g0t oR'ez | BEOE | TE9T ukI|| I~
1 eve BT £ HE'ET 0009 E
. 1619 _oosy |
0£'E ] SURL ===n;
_£9°€ £9'6T | S69T 1 ¥ _ 8L | 985 _ 0051
0 6TIE [ { ) € ; Gp £E o1 [OETTOH
_

o 03 [ 28 | W8 e | €8 | www | € .
LSISSRABFINL, 4 SISERADYIN L Ad| I
WS T TuoswS, L | S LT S— T uosws,l

{(paaas/ tu/wa) sgurddip jo dRms Axcl (ppam/ wyuid) saurddipd Jo s ysaay
TO0Z/000T PUB 000T/6661 49 SHOGTas OATSFa00NS OM ot Sutiap (1 T1) PUES + ARJD JO puBs

Fuiddipo jo sidiom Alp pue Sa1] AU} U0 JAEM uonESHI AUifes J0 1094 :y) Ag8L

(wdd) BIpI
2002 18S

I

“Kmpo Ul umoid (Aemgll pue ssesFepued(l ggrIFepnuLag) gosseadlam 991yl JO §

' A



-247-

of fresh weight), followed by clay. A similar favourable effect of
media containing clay on the fresh and dry weights of clippings has
been reported by El-Tantawy ez al. (1993, a) on Bermudagrass. On the
other hand, plants grown in sand had the lowest mean fresh weight in
both seasons.

The results recorded in the two seasons also show that raising
the salt concentration resulted in a gradual reduction in the mean fresh
and dry weights of clippings, regardless of the type of soil. However,
the reduction in mean fresh weight of turfgrasses grown in clay was
insignificant at the lowest salt concentration (1500 ppm), but was
significant at salt concentrations of 3000-6000 ppm (in both seasons).
On the other hand, the reduction in mean fresh weight of clippings of
plants grown in sand or in clay+sand was significant even at the lowest
salt concentration (in most cases). Also, the reduction in mean dry
weight was generally insignificant at salt concentrations of 1500-3000
ppm (especially in the second season), whereas the highest salt
concentration (6000 ppm) reduced the mean dry weight significantly
as compared to the control, regardless of the type of soil. These results
are in agreement with the findings of El-Tantawy ef al. (1993, b) who
mentioned that the fresh and dry weights of Bermudagrass clippings
were reduced by raising salt concentration in the irrigation water.
Also, Smith et al. (1993) reported that all shoot growth parameters of
Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon), creeping bentgrass (Agrostis
stolonifera L. var. palustris) and St. Augustinegrass (Stenotaphrum
secundatum) were reduced by increasing salt levels. Moreover, Nabati
et al. (1994) found that as salinity increased, clipping dry weight of
Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis cv. Plush) decreased.

Regarding the fresh and dry weights obtained from the different
combinations of turfgrasses and salt concentrations, the data in Table
(4) show that, in both seasons, Ugandagrass plants receiving no
salinity treatment (control) gave higher values than those obtained
from any other turfgrass at the different salt concentrations, regardless
of the type of soil. On the other hand, Tifway plants receiving the
highest salt concentration (6000 ppm) gave the lowest fresh weight in
the first season (in all three types of soil), as well as the lowest fresh
weight in the second one among plants grown in clay+sand. Also,
Tifway plants receiving salt at 6000 ppm gave the lowest dry weight
among plants grown in clay or sand in the first season, and the lowest
dry weight among plants grown in any of the three types of soil in the
second one,



-248-

Table (4) indicates that in the first season, the three turfgrasses
grown in the clay medium tolerated the lowest salt concentration (1500
ppm) without a significant reduction in fresh weight, whereas higher
salt concentrations (3000-6000 ppm) reduced fresh weight
significantly. On the other hand, Ugandagrass grown in sand or
clay+sand was insignificantly affected by salinity at 1500 ppm, while
Bermudagrass and Tifway showed a significant reduction in fresh
weight, compared to the control. This trend was not clear in the second
season. Also, within each of the three turfgrasses, the dry weight was
not significantly reduced, in most cases, by salt concentrations of
1500-4500 ppm, compared to the control, regardless of the type of soil.
On the other hand, although the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm)
gave the lowest values in the three turfgrasses, the significance of its
effect varied from one kind of turfgrass to the other, and from one
season to the other.

3.1.5. Fresh and dry weights of underground parts

The results presented in Table (5) show considerable differences
among the three turfgrasses with respect to the fresh and dry weights
of underground parts. In most cases, Ugandagrass had the heaviest
fresh and dry weights, followed by Bermudagrass, whereas the lowest
values were those of Tifway. The differences among the three
turfgrasses were significant in most cases, especially in the first
season, regardless of the type of soil. However, in the second season,
two exceptions to this general rule were recorded. The first exception
was obtained from Bermudagrass plants grown in clay, which had
insignificantly heavier fresh underground parts than those of
Ugandagrass grown in the same type of soil. The second exception to
the general trend was obtained in the sandy soil, with the underground
parts of Ugandagrass having an insignificantly higher dry weight than
those of Bermudagrass.

The different salinity treatments also had a considerable effect
on the fresh and dry weights of the underground parts. In general,
raising the salt concentration resulted in a steady decrease in the values
recorded for these two parameters, regardless of the type of soil. In the
clay soil, this reduction was mostly insignificant at the lowest salt
concentration (1500 ppm), whereas higher concentrations reduced the
fresh and dry weights of underground parts significantly, compared to
the control. On the other hand, plants grown in sand or clay+sand
showed a significant reduction in the fresh and dry weights of their
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underground parts in response to all the salinity treatments (in most
cases), even at the lowest salt concentration (1500 ppm). The only
exception to this general trend was recorded in the first season, with
plants grown in sand and receiving the lowest salt concentration ( 1500
ppm) having insignificantly lower fresh and dry weights, compared to
the control.

Regarding the interaction between the turfgrasses and the
salinity treatments, the data in Table (5) show that, in general, the
highest values for the fresh and dry weights of underground organs
were obtained from Ugandagrass plants irrigated using tap water
(control), whereas the Jowest values were those obtained from Tifway
plants receiving the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm), regardless
of the type of soil.

3.2. Effect of saline irrigation water on turf chemical composition
3.2.1. Leaf pigments
3.2.1.1. Chlorophyll contents

The data recorded in the two seasons (Table 6) show that no
significant difference was detected between Bermudagrass and
Ugandagrass in their contents of total chlorophylls, regardless of the
type of soil. On the other hand, Tifway had significantly lower
chlorophyll contents, in both seasons, than Bermudagrass or
Ugandagrass plants.

Also, the data in Table (6) show that the mean chlorophyll
contents were decreased steadily with raising the salt concentration,
regardless of the type of soil. However, in many cases this reduction
was insignificant, especially when the plants were grown in clay or in
clay+sand. In plants grown in clay+sand, only the highest salt
concentration (6000 ppm) reduced the mean total chlorophyll content
significantly in the second season. On the other hand, plants grown in
sand were the most susceptible to the salinity treatments. In the first
season, these plants suffered a significant reduction in their total
chlorophyll content with all salipity treatments. In the second season, a
significant reduction was detected at salt concentrations of 4500 ppm
or 6000 ppm. The general reduction that was recorded in the total
chlorophyll content as a result of raising the salt concentration in the
irrigation water is in agreement with the findings of Fathi (1989) on
apple leaves, and Farahat (1990) on Schinus terebenthifolius and
Myoporum acuminatum.
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Regarding the interaction between the three turfgrasses and the
different salinity treatments, the data in Table (6) show that, in most
cases, Ugandagrass plants irrigated with regular unsalted water
(control) had higher contents of total chlorophyll than any of the other
two turfzrasses receiving any of the salinity treatments, in all types of
soil. The only exception to this general trend was obtained in the
second season in plants grown in sand, with Bermudagrass plants that
received no salinity treatment (control) having the highest total
chlorophyll content. On the other hand, the lowest chlorophyll
contents tecorded in both seasons were those of Tifway plants
receiving the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm).

3.2.1.2. Carotenoid content

The values recorded in the two seasons for the three turfgrasses
(Table 6) show that, in most cases, Ugandagrass plants had the highest
carotenoids content, followed by Bermudagrass, whereas Tifway gave
the lowest values, in all types of soil, but in the first season, Tifway
plants grown in sand had a higher carotenoids content than those of
Bermudagrass or Ugandagrass. The data in Table (6) also show that
when the grasses were grown in clay or sand, the difference between
the carotenoids contents of Bermudagrass and Ugandagrass was
insignificant (in both seasons), but Ugandagrass grown in clay+sand
gave significantly higher values than Bermudagrass.

As with the chlorophyll contents, the carotenoids content was
also decreased steadily by raising the salt concentration, in all types of
soil. However, the data recorded in the first season show that plants
grown in clay+sand appeared to be less affected by salinity (in terms
of the carotenoids content) than those grown in clay only or sand only,
since plants grown in clay+sand showed no significant reduction in
their carotenoids content when they received salt concentrations of
1500-4500 ppm (compared to the control). Only the highest salt
concentration (6000 ppm) reduced the carotenoids content
significantly in those plants, compared to the control. On the other
hand, plants grown in clay alone or sand alone showed a significant
reduction in their carotenoids content when they were treated with salt
concentrations of 3000 ppm or higher. In the second season, plants
grown in clay+sand or clay only followed almost similar trends to
those recorded in the first season, but plants grown in sand only were
able to tolerate all the salinity treatments (1500-6000 ppm) with no
significant reduction in their carotenoids content. The reduction in the
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carotenoid content as a result of saline irrigation is similar to that
reported by Reddy and Vora (1986) on wheat, and Fathi (1989) on
apple rootstocks.

Among the different combinations of turfgrasses and salt
concentrations, Ugandagrass plants irrigated with tap water (control)
had the highest carotenoids content, while in most cases, the lowest
value was found in Tifway plants receiving the highest salt
concentration (6000 ppm). In only one case (plants, grown in sand in
the first season) the lowest value was that of Bermudagrass plants
irrigated with saline water at 6000 ppm.

3.2.2. Total carbohydrate content

The results presented in Table (7) show that Tifway had the
highest content of total carbohydrates in the clippings, followed by
Ugandagrass, while Bermudagrass gave the lowest values, in all types
of soil (in both seasons). Moreover, when the plants were grown in
sand or in clay, Tifway always gave significantly higher values than
Bermudagrass or Ugandagrass. On the other hand, when the plants
were grown in clay+sand, the difference between the carbohydrates
content of Tifway and that of Ugandagrass was insignificant in both
seasons,

The data in Table (7) also show that the content of total
carbohydrates was decreased steadily by raising the salt concentration,
in all types of soil. These results are in agreement with the findings of
El-Tantawy ef al. (1993, b), who reported that salinity treatments
reduced the total carbohydrates content in Bermudagrass. The
reduction in carbohydrates content under saline conditions was
explained by Moursi et al. ( 1976), who attributed this phenomenon to
an increase in the respiration rate, in order to produce enough energy
to overcome the relatively low availability of water and nutrients under
saline conditions.

The reduction in the total carbohydrates content was more
pronounced in plants grown in sand only, with salt concentrations of
4500 or 6000 ppm resulting in significant reductions in the values
recorded, compared to those of the control (in both seasons). On the
other hand, media containing clay (clay only or clay+sand) seemed to
diminish the harmful effect of salinity on sugar synthesis and
accumulation, where plants grown in these two media were often able
to tolerate salt concentrations of up to 4500 ppm with no significant



Table (7):

dried clippings of three tur
Tifway) grown in clay, sand or clay
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successive scasons of 1999/2000 and 2000/2001,

Effect of saline irrigation water on the contents of total carbohydrates in
fgrasses (Bermudagrass. Ugandagrass and
+ sand {1:1) during the iwo

Total carbohydrates (% of dry matter)

l| Salt conc. 1 Season 2™ Season
Media (ppm) = Turfgrasses® Turfgrasses* ]
\ S1 | Sz | S3 | Mean | S1 | S2 | S3 | Mean
[ _Control 1310 | 1380 | 1455 | 13.82 | 1290 | 13.95 | 1499 | 13.95
[ 1500 1303 | 1335 | 1440 | 13.66 | 1271 | 1377 | 1465 | 1371
3000 1280 | 1500 | 1425 | 1341 | 1255 | 1352 | 14.32 | 13.46
- 4500 1280 | 1287 | 1393 | 1321 | 1220 | 1340 | 14.00 | 13.20
=2 [ 6000 1275 | 1265 | 1345 | 1295 | 1185 | 1325 | 138 12.98
S Mean 1201 | 13.19 | 1412 | 1341 | 1245 | 13.57 14.36 | 13.46
LSD-5% Sp. 0.74 | 071
Salt 0.79 0.77
| Sp. X Salt 0.87 0.84
| Control 1230 ] 1325 ] 1750 | 1435 | 1255 | 1365 | 17.60 | 14.60 |
[ 1500 785 | 1285 | 1732 | 14e | 1215 | 1321 | 1733 | 1423
| 3000 1146 | 1246 | 1711 | 13.68 | 11.88 | 1275 | 17.10 1391 |
= 4500 TT00 | 1210 | 1650 | 1320 | 1169 | 1210 | 1685 | 13.55
- 6000 1075 | 1185 | 1610 | 1290 | 1125 | 1145 | 1650 | 13.07
w2 | Mean 1047 | 1250 | 1690 | 1363 | 1190 | 12.63 | 17.07 | 13.87
’ED-S% Sp. 0.89 [ 0.83
Salt 0.93 ! 0.92
Sp. X Salt 1.08 I 0.99
Control 1355 ] 1565 | 1635 | 1518 | 1385 | 1575 | 1600 | 1520
1500 1324 [ 1530 | 1597 | 1484 | 1360 | 1534 | 1576 | 14.90
= 3000 311 [ 1485 | 1577 | 1458 | 1324 | 1499 | 1531 | 1451
g~ 4500 1285 | 1466 | 1558 | 1436 | 1301 | 1478 | 1485 | 14.21
+ o | 6000 1225 | 1435 | 15.15 | 13.92 | 1290 | 1460 | 1455 | 1402
& = [ Mean 13.00 | 14.96 | 15.76 | 1458 | 1332 | 15.09 | 1529 | 1457
) LSD-3% Sp. 5,86 I 081
Salt 0.91 0.87
Sp. X Salt 112 0.96

* 1= Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon)
§3= Tifway (C. dactvlon X C. fransvaalensis)

§2= Ugandagrass (C. transvaalensis)

reduction in their content of total carbohydrates (compared to those of
the control).
In both seasons, Tifway plants irrigated using tap water

(control) had higher contents of total
Bermudagrass or Ugandagrass plants rece

carbohydrates, compared 1o
iving any of the different salt

concentrations. On the other hand, Bermudagrass plants irrigated using
the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm) gave the lowest values (in

most ¢

ases).
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3.2.3. Na, Cl and Ca contents

The data recorded in the two seasons (Tables 8 and 9) show that
raising the salt concentration resulted in steady increases in the
contents of the three elements (Na, Cl and Ca) in the dried clippings of
Bermudagrass, Ugandagrass and Tifway plants grown in the three
types of soil. The accumulation of these three elements at relatively
high concentrations in the plant tissues may result in some toxic
effects, which may be responsible for the reduction in vegetative
growth characteristics that were recorded. Also, the accumulation of
these elements at high concentrations may interfere with the
mechanisms responsible for the closure of stomata, thus resulting in an
increase in the rate of transpiration from the plant. This may eventually
lead to plant wilting or death (Meidner and Mansfield, 1968).

Among the three turfgrasses, Ugandagrass always had higher Na
content (Table 8) than Bermudagrass and Tifway (in both seasons).
Ugandagrass also had the highest Ca content (Table 9) in the three
types of soil, followed by Tifway, whereas Bermudagrass always had
the lowest Ca content. On the other hand, when the plants were grown
in clay or clay+sand, Bermudagrass had the highest CI content (Table
8) m the two seasons, followed by Tifway, whereas Ugandagrass had
the lowest content. The same trend was also observed in the sandy soil
during first season, but during the second season, Tifway had the
highest Cl content, followed by Bermudagrass.

The data presented in Tables (8 and 9) also show that plants
grown in clay had generally higher contents of the three nutrients (Na,
Cl and Ca), compared to those grown in sand or clay+sand, regardless
of the type of turfgrass, Regarding the interaction between the
turfgrasses and the salt concentrations, the data recorded in the two
seasons (Tables 8 and 9) show that, in most cases, Ugandagrass plants
irrigated with water containing the highest salt concentration (6000
ppm) had higher Na and Ca contents, compared to any other
combination of turfgrasses and salinity treatments, in all types of soil.
The only exception to this general trend was recorded in the first
season with Tifway plants grown in clay+sand and supplied with
saline water at 6000 ppm, which had a higher Na content than
Bermudagrass or Ugandagrass plants grown in the same type of soil,
and supplied with different salt concentrations. On the other hand, the
highest Cl content (in most cases) was cbtained in Bermudagrass
plants treated with the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm), in all
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types of soil, whereas the lowest Cl content was that of Ugandagrass
plants irrigated with tap water (control). The only exception to this
trend was recorded in the second season, with Tifway plants grown in
sand and supplied with the highest salt concentration (6000 ppm)
having a higher Cl content than plants of the other two turfgrasses that
received the different salinity treatments (in the same type of soil).

3.2.4. Proline content

Considerable differences were obtained in the two seasons
between the proline contents in the three turfgrasses (Table 9). Among
the three turfgrasses, Ugandagrass plants always had the highest
proline content, followed by Bermudagrass, whereas Tifway had the
Jowest values, regardless of the type of soil. In this respect, it should
be noted that Ugandagrass plants also had the most vigorous
vegetative growth (in terms of mean plant height, as well as fresh and
dry weights of clippings), while Tifway had the least vigorous
vegetative growth. This means that plants with high proline contents
were those that were able to show a relatively high tolerance to
different salinity levels, and to grow vigorously even at relatively high
salt concentrations.

The data recorded in the two seasons (Table 9) also show that
the proline content was increased steadily by raising the salt
concentration, in all types of soil. This can be considered as an
indication that proline synthesis and accumulation in the plant may be
one of the mechanisms by which the plant resists the adverse effects of
salinity on plant growth. Similar increases in the proline content of 4
Zoysia species and 4 hybrids grown under sal ine conditions have been
recorded by Lee et al. (1994), who suggested that a significant
increase in proline content could be a good parameter for salt tolerance
index of Zoysia grasses. Also, Maraim (1990) and Marcum and
Murdoch (1994) concluded that proline accumulation in turfgrasses
grown under saline conditions can make a substantial contribution to
cytoplasmic osmotic adjustment.

Among the different combinations of turfgrasses and salt
concentrations, Ugandagrass plants receiving the highest salt
concentration (6000 ppm) had a higher proline content than those
obtained with Bermudagrass or Tifway plants irrigated using the
different salinity levels. On the other hand, the lowest proline content
was that of Tifway plants irrigated using tap water (control).
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It is also clear from the data in Table (9) that proline content
was increased by decreasing the percentage of clay and/or increasing
the percentage of sand in the growing medium. Accordingly, plants
grown in clay had lower proline contents (with values of 3.6-14.9
moles/gm, and 4.2-15.6 p moles/gm in the first and second seasons,
respectively) than those grown in clay+sand (with values of 5.4-16.1 n
moles/gm and 5.1-16.9 p moles/gm in the two seasons, respectively)
or sand (with values of 6.3-16.8 moles/gm and 5.9-18.1 p moles/gm
in the two seasons, respectively). This observation may be attributed to
the higher water holding capacity of clay, which leads to a dilution of
the soil solution, and a diminishing of the adverse effect of salinity on
the root and its ability to absorb water and nutrients.

Recommendations

From the above results, it can be recommended that growing
Bermudagrass, Ugandagrass and Tifway in sand only should be
avoided, especially in areas irrigated with saline water. In any case, the
salt concentration should not exceed 1500 ppm. If these
recommendations are followed, Ugandagrass can be used with no
significant reduction in growth and quality, compared with lawns
irrigated using tap water.
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