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ABSTRACT

The study mainly aimed to investigate the socio-economic status of olive farmers in the Governorate
of El-Karak, Jordon Despite the importance of olives in the province, the farmers do not give adequate
attention in terms of fertilization, pest control, irrigation, and selecting productive varieties for cultivation.
This led to decreasing productivity from year to year, in addition to bad agricultural practices especially
the process of pruning. A random sample of 89 farmers was selected using the personal interview method
through a questionnaire. Also, secondary data were gathered from governmental and nongovernmental
sources and relevant institutions.

The study indicated that the average number of family size is estimated at 6 members, and the family
contribution in the agricultural activities is varied, where about (50%) of the wives are participating in the
agricultural activities as a permanent work, while the contribution of males ranked higher than the
females.

The majority of olive growers in Karak (80%) are working in agriculture on a part-time basis.
Agriculture is a source of income for only about a quarter of respondents (25%), and the average area
owned 33 dunums. The result indicated that 27% of the farmers depend on rainfed agriculture, while 63%
rely on supplemental irrigation, and 10% of the farmers on irrigated agriculture. Most farmers use the
manual method of picking the olives, the results of the study also showed that 86.4% of the farmers are
harvesting olives for pickling in October, and about 65% for oil production during December. The
dominated pests encountering olive production are Trypetidae, Curculionidae, Psyllidae, and Eriophyidae.

The strength and weaknesss analysis of olive sector revealed that the majority of farmers agree on the
following: investments in the olive sector ranks top compared to investments in other plant production
sectors. It is a source of employment and income for the majority of households in rural areas. It
generates a high value-added especially in export markets, constitutes two-third of the area of fruit trees
and half of the total area, and the availability of using large number of varieties. The main weaknesses
include: instability of supply and demand of the product, competitiveness with imported olive oil, poor
post-harvest services and techniques, high labor costs, high variation in productivity, and the instability of
prices and production, and the poor care with olive trees.

The study recommended to intensify awareness campaigns and extension to farmers about the
importance of caring with olive trees and their impacts on improving productivity, urgent need to develop
post-harvest services for purposes of increasing the value added from olive production, commitment of
farmers to grow high-yield varieties in rainfed areas, and the commitment of farmers to grow olives in
large-scale enterprises to achieve economic effectiveness.

Key words: olive farmers, socio-economical status.
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