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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to identify the sources of agricultural information to the
extension workers in the Governorates of Shabwah and Hadhramout, and explore the extension workers’
socioeconomic characteristics and its relationship with the agricultural information sources they used.

Data were collected through mail questionnaire which was sent to all of the 158 extension workers in
the research area, 149 questionnaires (94,3%) were completed and returned. Percentages, mean, standard
deviation, correlation coefficient (Spearman correlation coefficient), were used to analyze the data, using
SPSS17.
The results are summarized as follows:

e About 50.3% of the extension workers aged under 41 years with 42 years average, and 53.7%
attained a graduate or postgraduate level of education. On the other hand, only 8% of the extension
workers are specialized in the field of agricultural extension, and more than 67% have grown up in
villages and have long years of experience in agriculture and agricultural extension work as well.

e The most important sources of information for the extension workers were the extension bulletins,
co-workers, research centers, books and scientific references.

o Significant relationships were observed between some of the extension workers' characteristics and
their level of use of some sources of agricultural information.

e More emphasis should be given to training programmes for extension workers as well as the official
sources of information.

Key words: agricultural sources of information, extension workers, Republic of Yemen, socioeconomic
characteristics.
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