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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to identify farmers opinion towards rural women participation in
development projects and farm work and the variables related to this opinion.

The study was conducted in Behera and Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorates. A sample was selected through
multistage sampling procedures where 7 and 4 Districts were first randomly selected from the two
governorates respectively. Afterwards 11 and 14 villages were then selected from the districts of the two
governorates to reach a total of 25 villages. The study sample was selected from among the members of the
agricultural cooperatives in the selected 25 villages, where 15 members were selected randomly from each
cooperative. Thus, the sample size reached 375 respondents. One case was excluded for missing data giving a
total of 374 respondents. Data were collected from respondents during October and November 2013 through
personal interviews using a pre-tested structured questionnaire. Data were presented using percentages and
frequencies, and analyzed by pearson simple correlation coefficient and chi-square according to the type of
data.

The most important results are the following:

1. About 32.6% and 31.3% of the sample indicated that rural women's participation in development
projects in the studied areas was low and medium respectively.

2. About half of the sample (45.2%) indicated that women had medium participation in farm work
while 15.2% stated that their participation was high. It was also indicated that women had high
participation in agricultural operations including planting and harvesting. Yet, women’s
participation was low in land preparation and irrigation.

3. There was a significant relationship between farmers’ opinion towards rural women's participation in
farm work and the type of membership of respondents in the agricultural cooperative. The other
hypotheses related to the relationships between the farmers’ opinion and other variables haven't been
found significant.

Key words: attitude, farm work, opinion, participation, rural woman.
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