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ABSTRACT

The present research aimed to identify the structure of power within the rural family from gender
perspective by: 1) Identifying the extent of gender participation in making some family decisions, 2)
Identifing the gender-specific differences in gender participation in decision-making within the family,
3) Drawing decision-making / authority according to gender in the family, 4) Identifing the factors of
forming power within the family from a gender perspective, and 5) Identification of specific
differences in the factors of power formation within the rural family. In order to achieve the study's
objectives, the New Valley Governorate was selected as a geographical framework for conducting the
empirical study. The data were collected through a survey guestionnaire form from 100 households for
the husbands and their wives through personal interviews in EI-Khartoum village of El-Kharga district
during the period from February to March 2018. The results showed a similarity between men and
women in the highest frequent decisions in rural family. For men it was the purchase or sale of the
agricultural machinery (89.5%, 71.5%), the house (85%, 69%), agricultural lands (80.5%, 78%)>
while for women, it was the type of food required for family members (86.5%, 78.5%), purchase and
type of cloths for family members (82%, 71%), purchase or sale of domestic birds (71%, 60%),
respectively. In terms of the opinion of both men and women in the participation of male and female
children in the family's decisions, the results indicated that men indicated that the participation of male
children in decisions to buy or sell agricultural machinery at a rate of 38% , and for female children
the decision to buy, and determine the type of clothes for family members was 34%. While, for the
women point of view, the participation on type of food required for family members (29.5%, 27.5%),
the decision to purchase and the type of clothing for family members (28% and 26.5%) for male and
female children, respectively. Despite this similarity, the study showed significant differences between
the views of both men and women regarding gender participation in decision-making within the
family. Regarding factors of forming power within the family, the results revealed that socialization
ranked first among the factors of forming power (90%, 85.8%) followed by customs and traditions
(87.4% and 85.4%), while the gender placed ranked third (83.40 And 82.2%), from the perspective of
male and female respondents, respectively. This is in line with the finding of non-significant
differences between the opinions of men and women regarding power-forming factors within the rural
family in the study area.
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