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The extension role of the technical support centers in the

Sustainable Development Center in Matruh Governorate

Ghoneim Mohamed Ghoneim Hossam EI Din lbrahim Ahmed
Abstract

The research was carried out to identify the role of the technical
support centers from the point of view of the beneficiary workers, Bedouin
Communities' Representatives and farmers, to identify the extension
methods used by the technical support centers in conveying the agricultural
information to the farmers concerned, to recognize the problems faced by
the respondents at the technical support centers and the beneficiary
farmers in the study area, and finally determine the relationship between
some of the studied independent variables for the respondent farmers: age,
degree of education of the respondent, number of family members, area of
agricultural tenure, size of animal possession, Ownership of agricultural
machinery, membership in organizations, cultural openness, leadership, the
attitude towards agricultural extension, community affiliation, availability of
community and innovation services and informal social participation, and

their view on the role of technical support centers in extension work.

The data were collected using the questionnaire by personal
interview through a questionnaire completed from the two samples of the
first study that concerned with the 179 total staff in the technical support
centers, and the second sample of the project beneficiaries, which
amounted to 377 of the total beneficiaries of the project. The samples were
selected in a randomized and systematic way, the following methods were
used to present and analyze the research data such as: table frequencies
and percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, the Average degree,

weighted average, and Pearson's simple correlation coefficient.
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The most important results were as follows:

The results showed a decrease in the overall role of the technical
support centers in the extension work where 80.6% of the respondents said
that the role from average to low was 51.7% and 28.9%, respectively.

There was a positive correlation between the opinion of the
respondents in terms of the role of the technical support centers toward the
extension work: age, area of agricultural tenure, size of animal possession,
degree of membership in local organizations, leadership level, attitude
toward the extension work, community affiliation, availability of community
services, While the relationship was significant at level 0.05 for: education
of the respondent, number of family members, and renewal (trend towards
innovations.

The main problems facing the technical support centers from the
point of view of workers and community representatives were as follows:
Lack of funding for agricultural and development activities by 96.1%,
shortage of agricultural technicians by 92.7%, shortage of agricultural
machinery and equipment by 88.3%, unavailability of maintenance centers
by 83.2%, and lack of training halls equipped with audio-visual equipment
by 78.8%.
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