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ABSTRACT

This study aims to uncover correlation between the role of family
environment in planning leisure time and improvement of reading and
writing skills among families children enrolled in middle stage of
education in Jeddah. To this aim, the study has employed the descriptive
analytical approach. Information of the study have been obtained thru
tools designed by the researcher — that is, a questionnaire, scale of family
environment role in planning leisure time for children, scale of reading
and writing skills among children in family environment. Sample group
of the study was composed of an intentional sample of (250) members of
both genders enrolled in the middle school with different levels of study
(1t grade, 2" grade, 3" grade). Members of the sample group have also
been selected out of Saudi families with different social and economic
levels in Jeddah. Statistical analyses have been conducted to infer
findings and verify validity of hypotheses. Among the most significant
findings of the study are the following. Findings revealed that most of the
sample members are not subscribed to a public library with a percentage
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of (56.8%), while less than half of the sample members are subscribers to
a public library with a percentage of (43.2%). Findings also showed a
direct correlation between the scale of the role of the family environment
in planning leisure time for its children and the scale of improvement of
reading and writing skills for children in the family environment at the
indication level of (0.01). Findings further showed statistically significant
differences at the level (0.01), between the average scores obtained by
members of the sample group in terms of the scale of the role of family
environment in planning leisure time for children and the scale of
improvement of reading and writing skills among children in the family
environment according to the variable of ‘gender’ in favor of female
members. Findings also showed statistically significant differences at the
level (0.01) between the average scores obtained by members of the
sample group in the scale of the role of the family environment in
planning leisure time among children and the scale of improvement of
reading and writing skills among children in the family environment for
the variable of educational level of the parents in favor of children whose
parents had received a (university degree, MA or PhD degree). Similarly,
statistically significant differences at the level (0.01) have been detected
between average scores obtained by members of the sample group in the
scale of the role of the family environment in planning leisure time
among children and the scale of improvement of reading and writing
skills among children in the family environment for the variable of
parents’ work in favor of children of working parents. Findings pointed at
statistically significant differences at the level (0.01) between the average
scores obtained by members of the sample group in the scale of the role
of the family environment in planning leisure time among children and
the scale of improvement of reading and writing skills among children in
the family environment for the variable of monthly income of the family
in favor of those with high income. Educational level of the father was
one of the most influential factors on the role of the family environment
in planning leisure time among children with percentage of (80.8%),
followed by the educational level of the mother with a percentage of
(71%). Age of mother comes in the third place with percentage of
(64.7%). Finally, employment / work of father comes fourth and last with
percentage of (60.1%). Meanwhile, findings revealed that the mother’s
educational level was one of the most influential factors in improving the
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reading and writing skills among children in the family environment by
(74.5%), followed by education stage with (68.4%), mother’s work with
percentage of (62.2%), and finally the educational level of the father in
the last with percentage of (57.5%). The study concluded with a number
of recommendations based on findings of the study.
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