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Abstract

Community Integration of Ex-addicts
Work as an Integration Mechanism

Kamel Kamal
Ahmed Elketamy

The study aims to shed light on vocational rehabilitation included in different treatment
programs, determine the proper type of work that limits setbacks and helps in integrating
ex-addicts into the community, as well as defining the obstacles which face ex-addicts to
get a job.

The field study is applied on a purposive sample of 90 ex-addicts who have been
clean for at least 9 months. The sample was chosen according to different treatment
programs. It is divided into three groups, with 30 samples each.

The study concludes that positive concepts and notions relative to the importance of
work largely prevail among ex-addicts and healthcare specialists. They consider work as
one of the important mechanisms of community reintegration. It also concludes that
recovery stage shall be maintained and danger of relapse shall decrease. This is considered
as the first step in aiding the ex-addict to perform his’/her community role which was once
quitted. The study reveals that there are several obstacles that face ex-addicts when they
search for jobs, in terms of their health and psychological conditions, bad professional
history, shame of abuse, and criminal record.
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