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Criminal Policy to Counter Financing of Terrorism in Arab
Legislations A Comparative Analytical Study

Imam Hassanein Atallah

The current study analyzes the position of Arab legislations from money laundering and
financing of terrorism crimes to determine their sufficiency and efficiency in achieving
effective confrontation, through an understanding of the criminalization and punishment
elements. After the release of Federal Decree-Law No. 20 in the matter of countering
money laundering crimes and combating the financing of terrorism and illegal
organizations, many Arab countries have adopted a tendency to link between combating
money laundering on the one hand and the financing of terrorism on the other. This was
demonstrated collectively in the ratification of the Arab Convention for the Suppression of
Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism issued in 2010 by the Arab League, and
then individually at the level of each country, where the legislations that combat money
laundering and financing of terrorism were rolled out. This was also evident in the naming
of those legislations that combat money laundering and financing of terrorism, after the
naming was limited to combating money laundering only. The study seeks to answer a
main question about the adequacy and efficiency of the Arab criminal system in facing
money laundering and financing of terrorism within the framework of the international and
regional obligations of Arab countries in this regard.
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