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Abstract
MEASURING AND DIAGNOSIING THE HUMAN
AND URBAN POVERTY IN SOME COMMUNITIES
OF A VILLAGE IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE
(FIRST STUDY)

Ayman Ecresh Mady Mohamed

The present study basically aimed to develop an index for measuring multi-factor
human poverty in the lights of the rural Egyptian conditions and testing its reliability
and validity, also investigating the status of urban communities in the studied sites.
The study was conducted in five small rural communities in Sharkia Governorate,
located in Al-Qaramous village one of the main villages of Abu Kabir district. These
rural communities were chosen by the simple random sampling technique. A social
survey sample and comprehensive urban survey approaches were used in this study.
Data were collected through personal structured interviews with a systematic ran-
dom sample of 100 households representing 32% of the whole households the stud-
ied villages. Data collection took place since mid-March till the end of April 2011.
Data were analyzed by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and factor analysis.

Findings revealed that; the proposed multi-factor index of measuring human
poverty was built of seventeen indicators. The Cronbach’s alpha reliability coeffi-
cient reached 0.622. Factor analysis results showed that there were a five factors
contributed to explain 54.3% of the total variance in the total value of the final mul-
ti-factor human poverty index. These factors were: firstly, depriving from proper
standard of living explained about 17%; secondly, depriving the mother from health
care explained 10.2%; thirdly, depriving the family and childhood from health care
explained 9.6%; fourthly, deprivation of income, housing, and safe water explained
9.5%; Fifthly, depriving from proper education explained about 8%. The results of
the urban analysis confirmed the results of the human studies. It showed the lack of
commercial and industrial activities of these urban communities and the existence
of mud-brick buildings and bearing walls among the case studies' buildings. Heights
does not exceed one floor and some buildings with a bad condition (need to be
removed) exceed 20% of the total number of buildings.



