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Abstract

PRIVATE EGYPTIAN MEDIA-AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
(FIELD STUDY)

Alshimaa Aly

The private media in Egypt have gone through several stages, during which its impact
fluctuated on the Egyptian public. Political developments since the beginning of the last
decade have revealed the rise of private media influence at the expense of its State-owned
counterpart. Traditional media, including private media, have played a crucial role in
shaping public opinion, and guiding public behavior.

The events of January 25 coincided with the expansion of the private media base;
not only were the satellite channels significantly increased, but also private newspapers,
radio and web sites emerged benefiting from the technological development of global
media industry which gives private media a chance to expand more than before i.e. before
January 2011. The question is: whether the private media. still has the same impact on the
public? Is there a relationship between following a specific private media and certain
aspects of political participation? To answer this question, the paper deals with several
areas. First: Egypt's private media Second: Political participation Third: Field study.

The findings revealed that there is a relationship between the Egyptian public
follow-up of private media and some of its positive political involvement regarding
electoral behavior, such as: voting in elections, considering running in elections, running in
elections, and electing a candidate in particular elections. However, when talking about
participation degree, the dominant feature of participation; it was weak The results
depended on intermediate demographic variables such as: age, education level, gender and
place of residence.
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