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Abstract
ELECTIONS AND OPINION POLLS

Nahed Saleh

For decades, opinion election polls have been used in democracies around the world
to predict the outcomes of important elections with a high degree of accuracy.

This article tackles: pre-election polls, exit polls, and pre-election silence.
Exit polls are more precise than pre-election polling in successfully predicting the
outcome of the election. This is because the conductors are asking voters immedi
ately after they have casted their ballot, rather than asking potential voters before
the election who they might support.

The essence of pre-election silence period is to give voters a peaceful
condition and a chance for reflected and deliberation on whom to vote in the
election. But the Questions are: Do polls really influence voting behavior? Is a total
or a partial ban on opinion polls compatible with basic democratic principles? Could
a national embargo on the publication of pre- election polls be effective in a world
of Internet?
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