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Abstract

VILLAGERS AND RECEIUING THE RELIGIONS SPEECH A SOCIOLOGICAL
A STUDY IN THE LIGHT OF THE PREVAILING PERCEPTIONS ABOUT
RELIGION OMONG A SAMPLE OF ILLITERATES

Hemmat Basiouny

This study attempts to identify the way illiterate villagers receive religious speech
directed to them and how they reshape it in the light of their perceptions about
religion in general. The study employs reception theory as its theoretical approach.
Through the in-depth interviews with twenty illiterate villagers, the study comes up
with several results: The presence of confusion between the concept of religion and
the concept of religious speech among illiterate villagers; Attending religious speech
in the daily life of those people is related to the way they reshape their own
understanding of the content of this in order to be compatible with their conditions,
which indicate their effectiveness and participation in reshaping this speech in spite
of illiteracy which represents an obstacle to them.
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