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Abstract

CULTLUR OF CONSPICUOUS CONSUMPTION IN EGYPTIAN
RURAL SECTOR: AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY IN A VILLAGE
IN AI-SHARQIAH GOVERNORATE

Nagwa El Shayb

This study aims to explore the factors that contributed in formulating consumer
culture in the community studied, as well as indicating the main factors of
conspicuous consumption and their symbolic significance. The study adopts
Thorsten Veblen’s theory “the Luxurious Class and Conspicuous Consumption,”
Pierre Bourdieu’s “Capitalism and Living Milieu” and The Postmodern Mike
Featherstone’s “Consumer Culture” and applies them on Manshiate Ibn Al-Ass in
al-Shargiah governorate as a geographic sphere for application. It also took the
anthropologic method and case study method as methodological framework of the
study. The main result of the study is that there are economic, social and cultural
contributions that formulate general consumption on the consumer; as the village is
no more isolated from the external world, as before.
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