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Abstract

Inclusion of children with special educational needs (SEN)
has become a recent educational trend. Most of the countries which
adopt inclusive education include children with SEN as early as
preschool age. The National Standards Document of Early
Childhood in Egypt has adopted the same goal despite the teachers’
negative attitudes and the low sense of self-efficacy in educating
such children. Given that the human resources are essential for
implementing educational policies it is imperative to focus on
training preschool teachers on the concepts, practices and strategies
of inclusive education as well as the characteristics of an inclusive
preschool setting. The current study aimed at evaluating the
effectiveness of a training program of preschool teachers and to
what extent it affected the teachers’ sense of self-efficacy and
attitudes towards the inclusion of children with SEN in preschool
settings. The training program aimed at training preschool teachers
on inclusive strategies. Adopting a quasi-experimental design, the
Opinions Relevant to Integration of Students with Disabilities (ORI)
and Teacher Self-Efficacy Scale (TES) were administered to 180
preschool teachers in one of the big cities in Upper Egypt. An

experimental group of preschool teachers who showed a weak sense
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of self-efficacy in teaching children with SEN and had negative
attitudes towards their inclusion received the training program.
Results of the study showed that there were statistically significant
differences between the pre and post scores of the experimental
group on the dependent measures of the study after receiving the
training program. A one month follow up assessment showed that
members of the experimental group maintained their training gains.
Results are discussed in relation inclusive education literature and

future practices as well as polices of inclusive education in Egypt.
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